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BOSTON REGION 


June and July were approximately nor- 
mal in temperature but humid and 
rainy; there was much fog on the coast 
through- 
out the pe- 
riod 
Heavy 
rains in 
late July 
filled 
ponds and 
reservoirs 


and spoiled many possible localities for 
shore birds, by obliterating strands and 
beaches. But there were no severe ex- 
tremes, no outstanding heat waves and no 
cold rains. For birds, the weather was un- 
questionably favorable. 

The early land-bird migration in May 
left very few individuals north-bound in 
June, the very last records coming be- 
tween the 5th and 7th. The shore birds 
also concluded their migration early, 
leaving very few summer stragglers. The 
Knot, however, true to form, was moving 
northward at Monomoy in decreasing 
numbers until June 24 with none left 
on the 28th. Oiled birds provided much 
of the crop of summer straggling water- 
fowl. The most unusual several 
Red-throated Loons, a King Eider, a 
Canada Goose and a Brant, all on the 
outer Cape. 

All observers are agreed that the gen- 
eral run of land birds, at least, had an 
early and a most successful breeding sea- 


were 
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son. A marked increase of 
Wrens was noted at last. Arctic Terns 
are also steadily increasing as breeding 
birds in Massachusetts. The Blue-winged 
Teal and Red-breasted Merganser raised 
young successfully on Monomoy. Black 
Skimmers and Eastern Willet were noted 
on the outer Cape, the former on three 
occasions in widely scattered localities (2 
birds together and 2 singles). Both spe- 
cies will some day return as nesting birds 
in Massachusetts. Interesting stragglers 
are a Mockingbird at Damariscotta, 
Maine (Buchheister) and a Lawrence’s 
Warbler at Great Barrington (Varney). 
The early spring and early breeding 
season were followed, as might be ex- 
pected, by a fabulously early “fall” mi- 
gration. At Monomoy the first Dowitchers, 
Lesser Yellow-legs and Least Sandpipers 
arrived on June 26; Ring-necked Plover 
and Western Willet, July 4; Black-bellied 
Plover, Turnstone, Greater Yellow-legs, 
and Stilt and Semipalmated Sandpipers, 
July 5; Pectoral Sandpiper, July 18; 
Baird’s Sandpiper (adult in breeding 
plumage very rare in New England) and 
Hudsonian Godwit (almost unknown be- 
fore late August), July 24. On July 5, 
Great Blue Herons had also arrived, sev- 
eral Black Terns were moving south with 
flocks of Tree and Barn Swallows, and | 
rubbed my eyes to see a Hummingbird 
buzzing south down the beach! Plum 
Island observers report Solitary Sand- 
piper on July 2; Ring-billed and Bona- 
parte’s Gulls and Roseate Tern on July 
8, and Northern Phalaropes on July 29. 
There were over 1000 Lesser Yellow-legs 
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at Plum Island on July 16. The Dowitcher 
peak was the earliest on record. 1350 
were seen on the outer Cape on July 18 
and 1500 at Plum Island on July 20, 
after which their numbers steadily de- 
clined. In the late July peak, Curlew 
were unusually numerous, and the num- 
bers of Knots and Least Sandpipers were 
poorer than average. Migrant Yellow 
Warblers were noted on the outer Cape 
on July 26.—LupLow Griscom, Museum 
of Compaartive Zodlogy, Cambridge, 
Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION 


Throughout June, the average tempera- 
ture for the region was slightly above 
normal, with no heat waves and no un- 


duly - low 

Sy. We | Conn temper. 
i 500" s atures. On 

NEW YOR Or 1sl9Z wees 7 
city L238 tio days of the 
NEW Woraten I jar month 
Jersey pe some rain 
fell, the 

total pre- 


cipitation being almost 214 inches above 
normal. Humidity was high. July, too, 
was warmer than usual, with one short 
heat wave toward the close of the month. 
Rainfall was 2 inches above normal. De- 
spite the heavy and prolonged rains, nest- 
ing does not seem to have been adversely 
affected. 

Some spring migrants tarried well into 
the current period. Two Common Loons 
were on the fresh-water pond at Massa- 
pequa on June 14, (Elliott); also 2 at 
Mastic, July 5, (J. T. Nichols). Double- 
crested Cormorants were recorded at sev- 
eral Long Island points, in late June and 
early July, and | also at Alpine, N. J., 
about the same time. Some of these may 
be summering casuals. Two Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons were found in 
company with | immature bird at Massa- 
pequa. There have been few heron re- 
ports from other sections. Summering 
Pintails, Golden-eyes and White-winged 
Scoters were reported from Long Island. 

The fall shore-bird flight began about 
July 1, 7 species being reported during 
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the first week of that month. The flight 
of Hudsonian Curlew reached its height 
on Long Island about July 15, when one 
observer reported that 100 or more might 
be seen daily (Verity). 

It would seem that the Great Black- 
backed Gull is extending its breeding 
range. A fledgling of this species was 
found on July 10 on Cartwright Island 
(Wilcox). The bird was not collected, 
but its identity was adequately confirmed. 
The same observer also reports 4 adults 
of this species at Orient, on July 24. 
Herring Gulls also nested on Cartwright 
Island. At Orient, Latham reports that 
Herring Gulls had eggs in their nests on 
June 1. 

Common Tern nests were noted at Oak 
Beach and Orient, and successful breed- 
ing colonies of the Least Tern were re- 
corded as far west on Long Island as 
Jamaica Bay (Whyte). 

Elliott reports that the large Black 
Skimmer colony on Gilgo Island, L. L., 
no longer exists. The ground, where the 
Skimmers formerly nested, is now grown 
over with grasses and phragmites and is 
probably no longer suitable as a nesting 
site for these birds. The only breeding 
report of Skimmers from western Long 
Island comes from Oak Beach, where 3 
pairs were found (Beals, Peterson). 

Tree Swallows bred at Idlewild 
(Mayer), and Rough-winged Swallows at 
Huntington (McKeever). Cliff Swallows 
were reported at Hopper’s Pond, N. J.. 
on several dates up to July 7 but no 
nests were found (Hufschmid). A_ suc- 
cessful Martin colony was established at 
Seaford (Elliott). 

Judging by the few reports received, 
the breeding of the Short-billed Marsh 
Wren in this region must be at a very 
low point this year. 

No hybrid warblers were noted al- 
though both Blue-winged and Golden- 
winged Warblers seemed as plentiful as 
in other years. The Black-throated 
Green Warbler bred for the fifth con- 
secutive year at West Hills, L. I. (Elli- 
ott). Prairie Warblers are breeding more 
extensively than ever before in Bergen 
County, N. J. (Hufschmid). A Kentucky 
Warbler found near Newfoundland, N. 


J., was observed there on several days 
between June 9 and June 18 (Peter- 
son). The Yellow-breasted Chat is 
definitely down in numbers this year, 
particularly on Long Island. 

A nest, with 5 eggs, of the European 
Goldfinch, was found at Seaford, L. L, 
and photographed on July 5 (Beals, Pe- 
terson, Elliott). This nest was kept under 
observation and the first young bird was 
reported hatched on July 9, 3 more on 
July 11, and the last on July 12. The last 
of the young left the nest on July 24. 
These dates seem extremely late for this 
bird and may 
ing, Or perhaps these exotics have not 


represent a second nest- 


yet established a definite cycle. 

On Gilgo Island, now deserted as a 
breeding place by the Black Skimmer, 
the Savannah found the 
changed conditions quite to its liking and 
is now firmly established as a_ breeder 
among the very grasses that drove the 
Skimmers away.—CHARLEsS K. NICHOLS, 
American Museum of Natural History, 
New York, N. Y. 


Sparrow has 
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During the greater part of the period, 
dry weather prevailed. The last week of 
July was one of torrential rains. On the 
27th, 2.6 inches 
of rain fell in 
one hour of the 
afternoon. 

As a_ whele, 
the breeding sea- 
son seems to 
have been an 
unusually good 
one. The lack of 
heavy storms was no doubt a contribut- 
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ing factor. 

A surprising number of Prairie Horned 
Lark records has been sent in during the 
spring and summer, indicating a further 
increase and spread of this bird. Most 
reports refer to singing males but three 
breeding records have been received: 
Sandtown, Burlington County, N. J., 
June 21, a flock of 10 adults and imma- 
ture birds (Moore); Pleasantville, Atlan- 
tic County, N. J., July 6, 3 immature 


birds feeding on lawn (C. H. Arnold); 
meadows back of Wildwood, Cape May 
County, N. J., July 16, adult feeding 
grown young (Coman). We have no pre- 
vious records of this bird breeding in At- 
lantic County and Cape May County, 
m.. 5, 

Little Blue Heron.—Colonies in south- 
ern New Jersey have been very success- 
ful. The largest number reported was 
150 (immature birds only), July 13 
(Coman). 

Upland Plover.—A good season. Many 
reports of individual birds; highest num- 
ber, 7 in one flock. 

Willet.—Although these birds seem to 
be as abundant as ever on the salt mead- 
ows of Cumberland County, N. J., a more 
or less thorough search during the month 
of June, for nesting Willets in the mead- 
ows, on the ocean side of Cape May 
Couny, revealed no nests. Baymen have 
persistently stated that the Willet nests 
there. 

Among the migrant shore birds the 
Dowitcher appears to have been the most 
abundant species: Holgate, N. J., July 19, 
1000 (various observers). 

In early June, bird students were star- 
tled and excited over reports of a Whoop- 
ing or Sandhill Crane seen in Cape May 
County, N. J. In an effort to get the 
facts, Otway Brown was contacted. Mr. 
Brown, careful fellow, had seen the bird 
but thought the head had too much red 
on it to be either a Whooping or a Sand- 
hill Crane. Later, on June 10, the bird 
appeared near Bridgeton, N. J., where it 
met its fate. A native with an itching trig- 
ger finger shot it. B. K. Matlack obtained 
the bird from the gunner and observed, 
as Brown did, that it was neither of our 
native cranes. He passed the bird on to 
the Academy of Natural Sciences in 
Philadelphia. There it was pronounced 
an Indian Sarus Crane. That it was an 
escape was proved by the fact that the 
secondaries on one wing were clipped. 
This had in no way interfered with the 
bird’s “flying about, soaring and calling 
lustily.” 

Other records of interest.—Sandtown, 
N. J., June 21, Bobolink, 3, all singing 
(Moore); Westville, N. J., June 28, 


AUDUBON MAGAZINE 


Double-crested Cormorant, 1 (Manners); 
Taunton Lake, N. J., July 26, Double- 
crested Cormorant, 1 (Wagoner, et al.), 
Fortesque, N. J., June 19, Black Rail, 
1 seen and | broken egg found (Coman); 
Haines Bogs near Speedwell, N. J., July 
4, Least Bittern (Corn and Jacobs).—Jut- 
IAN K. Potter, 437 Park Ave., Collings- 
wood, N. J. 


CAROLINA REGION 


Temperatures were above normal, in 
some cases as high as ever recorded: Nor- 
folk and Columbia had 104; Raleigh and 
Char- 
leston 
101. Pre- 
cipita 
tion varied 
from above 
normal in 
South 
Carolina; 

“normal at 
Raleigh during June but 214 inches be- 
low in July; and severe drought around 
Norfolk and Pea Island. 

Coastal. Cape Romain (Du Pre) had 
many Wood Ibis for the first time and 
a good colony at Fairlawn on the main- 
land opposite. Heron rookeries had a 
good year, judging by the post-breeding 
flight. Pea Island (Walker) had many 
Black-crowned Night, Little Blue and 
Louisiana Herons; also American and 
Snowy Egrets, although the latter were 
scarce in the Norfolk area (Mrs. Reed). 
Pea Island had few waterfowl due to the 
drought: 30 Canada Geese summering; 
several broods of Black Ducks, May 18; 
Gadwall, June 9. Chamberlain reports 
from South Carolina, 3 broods of Wood 
Ducks on June 10 (Dingle). One brood 
was three-quarters grown. Laughing Gulls 
nested abundantly at Pea Island but were 
scarce at Romain. An adult Great Black- 
backed Gull on July 31 at Pea Island 
and many immatures summering in re- 
cent years, indicate an increase in the 
species and an extension of range south- 
ward. 

Romain reports that colonial breeding 
birds did well: “Royal Terns, Black 
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Skimmers, Louisiana Herons, Snowy 
Egrets and Oyster-catchers raised as many 
young as in any year I have been there,” 
(Du Pre). There were also a few Cabot’s 
Terns with the Royals. Least Terns were 
down somewhat. Pea Island had fewer 
Common and Least Terns nesting, and 
no Royal. There was an abundance of 
Black Skimmers. Gull-billed Terns were 
found as usual at both places. 

Shore birds continued their migration 
in June with good numbers of Dowitch- 
ers, Knots, Turnstones, Semipalmated 
Plover and Semipalmated Sandpipers at 
Pea Island but only 1 Marbled Godwit 
(June 19). The return migration was 
good, with numbers of Semipalmated 
Plover, Curlew, and Semipalmated Sand- 
pipers on July 24 and Dowitchers and 
Sanderlings on the 31st. Cape Romain 
had Curlew as usual at the close of the 
period, and Back Bay had Western Wil- 
let in fair numbers. There were Black- 
necked Stilts at Romain till late July, 
but no evidence of nests. 

Unusual for coast: Mississippi Kite at 
Charleston, June 15 (Dingle); fewer of 
these along upper Cooper River than for 
several years past. Man-o’-war-bird over 
Charleston, June 10 (Virginia Rhett) and 
3 next day (R. B. Rhett). These birds 
appear every few years in stormy weather, 
but this time the weather was normal. 

Inland. Summerville, S. C. (Swope) re- 
ports vireos scarce, but Robins, Flickers 
and Yellow-throated Warblers nesting for 
the first time in four years: Humming- 
birds and Nighthawks numerous. Unusual 
were a female Magnolia Warbler on June 
24, and a Kentucky Warbler and Oven- 
bird on July 29—all three decidedly off 
base. From Columbia Mrs. Charles 
writes: “A Hummingbird feeding on figs 
would run its bill into a fig. I am not 
aware this has ever been recorded pre- 
viously.” On March 31, Cardinals be- 
gan a nest, which was destroyed, but built 
4 nests and raised 2 broods in four months 
lacking two days. The last young left the 
nest on July 29. Young of the Catbird 
and Wood Thrush were in the nest at 
the end of the period. Raleigh records: 
Osprey, June 2; Baldpate, June 14; 
Louisiana Heron and Pied-billed Grebe, 


June 21; Little Blue Herons and Black 
Duck, July 4. Statesville (Grace Ander- 
son) reports Prairie Horned Larks breed- 
ing on a third farm in Iredell County. 
Morgantown (Gregory) reports Purple 
Martins decreasing, but Greensboro (W. 
Taylor) has increasing colonies. There is 
a possibility here of migration of col- 
onies. Henderson (Claudia Hunter) had 
a White-throated Sparrow till June 11. 


Mountains. Tryon (Holmes) reports 
more Robins, Wood Thrushes, Brown 
Thrashers and Indigo Buntings than 


usual; Pileated Woodpecker apparently 
increasing; and all vireos scarce. Arden 
(Mrs. Grinnell) had 15 species nesting 
on one lot in Rosscraggen Wood plus 3 
doubtful species—Chat, Hooded Warbler 
and Golden-winged Warbler. Other rec- 
ords for Arden: Chestnut-sided Warbler 
and nest, June 14; first definite summer 
record of White-throated Sparrow, July 
4; Baltimore Oriole, June 17; Bicknell’s 
Thrush, June 1; Veery, June 10. two 
Mockingbirds were seen at Skyland on 
June 10.—C. S. Brimcey, 518 Washington 
St., and Joun H. Grey, JRr., 2718 Vander- 
bilt Ave., Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION 


Rainfall of 1 inch or more on each of 
six days in the second half of June (more 
than 6 inches in the three-day period, 
June 21-23) inun- 
dated low-lying 
~-| areas and un- 
doubtedly affected 
nesting birds. July 
had subnor- 
mal rainfall until, 
on the 25th, a 2 

inch rain again 
Se overflowed upland 
ponds and dam- 
aged crops. Tem- 
throughout the period were 
above normal, with many hot days in 
July. 

The mid-July shore-bird flight was bet- 
ter than for the past few years, yet not 
as good as the flights of five to ten years 
ago. On July 19, the Piping Plover, Dow- 
itcher, and Least, Semipalmated, and 


Pensacola region 


Gulf bd Mexico 


pera tures 


Western Sandpipers (the last three in 
fair numbers) were seen for the first time; 
July 26 brought Semipalmated Plover, 
Solitary Sandpiper (in upland ponds), 
Sanderling, and Spotted Sandpiper; but 
Lesser Yellow-legs and Pectoral Sand- 
piper, usually conspicuous members of 
this midsummer migration, could not be 
found even after purposeful search. Two 
Barn Swallows, seen on the Gulf beach 
on July 19, were more likely wanderers 
from the colonies of the recently-described 
Gulf-coast Barn Swallow (Hirundo rus- 
tica insularis) on the nearby coasts of 
Alabama and Mississippi than true south- 
bound migrants from the North. A Cow- 
bird, reported from Century by Mrs. A. 
L. Whigham on July 22, was truly a sur- 
prise. I have only one previous record of 
July Cowbirds in this region, and that 
species usually does not appear before 
October. A Louisiana Water-Thrush on 
July 26 was early. Other migratory move- 
ment was indicated by the presence ot 
Red-eyed Vireos and _ Prothonotary 
Warblers on July 26 in dry coastal woods 
several miles from their nearest-known 
nesting areas. An immature Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron, the first of the 
post-season wanderers, was seen in the 
coastal salt marshes on July 5. 

Unusual species at this season were an 
immature Ring-billed Gull, June 21; and 
a Red-breasted Merganser, probably a 
last winter’s cripple, July 19. The Ring- 
billed Gull, always in immature plumage, 
is seen occasionally every summer in com- 
pany with resident Laughing Gulls. 

A pair of Yellow-breasted Chats, the 
male in full song, was seen near Cen- 
tury on June 6. They were probably nest- 
ing, and Mrs. Whigham reported their 
presence until late in June. An adult 
Hooded Warbler was seen feeding young 
birds just out of the nest on June 7. This 
is my only record of actual nesting in 
this region, although the presence of oc- 
casional singing males during other sum- 
mers was almost certain indication of 
nesting. A brood of Pine Warblers on 
June 7 and a brood of Red-eyed Vireos 
on June 21, both just out of the nest, 
were late. Young Purple Martins were 
first seen on the wing on June 9. A small 
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colony of Little Blue Herons, the only 
one known in this region since the de- 
struction of two long-established heron- 
ries several years ago, was discovered on 
June 21. An occurrence, unprecedented 
in my experience, was the second use of 
a nest by a pair of Mockingbirds. The 
nest, successfully used for rearing a brood 
late in May, was found to be occupied 
again on July 11, when one of the adult 
birds was seen incubating. The second 
brood was successfully reared and left the 
nest on July 28. Downy young Wilson’s 
Plovers, a very late brood, were seen on 
the beach on July 19. The first known 
nesting of the Gray Kingbird, in the city 
of Pensacola, was noted on July 19, when 
an adult was seen feeding a young bird 
just out of the nest. Farther east along 
the Gulf coast, the Gray Kingbird regu- 
larly nests in the coastal cities but here, 
at the extreme western end of their range, 
they had never before been known to 
nest away from the actual sound of the 
surf on the Gulf beaches. The present 
nest, on the bay shore of Pensacola, was 
5 miles inland from the Gulf. 

The Carolina Wren, unaccountably 
rare for the past three years (since a 
time before the killing freeze of Janu- 
ary, 1940), is again common throughout 
the region.—Francis M. Weston, 2006 E. 
Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


OHIO REGION 


Warm weather, with slightly more than 
the normal amount of precipitation, pre- 
vailed throughout June and July. Al- 
though temper- 
atures were dis- 
tinctly above 
average at most 
stations, 
there were few 
extremely - hot 
days. A few 
straggling spring 
migrants were 
noted in June. A 
Black-poll Warbler was seen at Buckeye 
Lake on June 5 (Claugus); a Mourning 
Warbler at Put-in-Bay, June 6; Canada 
Warbler and Olive-backed Thrush in 
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northern Hocking County, June 7 
(Thomas, Claugus). Among several spe- 
cies of shore birds, which tarried in the 
Toledo area, a flock of 25 White-rumped 
Sandpipers on June 13 is noteworthy as 
the largest flock of that species encoun- 
tered in many years of observation 
(Campbell, Mayfield). 

On the whole, weather conditions dur- 
ing the nesting season seem to have been 
favorable for most birds, and bird-band- 
ers, at several stations, comment on the 
large numbers of fledglings of many com- 
mon species. At Put-in-Bay, there were 
few severe storms and consequently less 
destruction of nests than usual from this 
cause. A few exceptions were noted 
among birds nesting near the water. Due 
to the high lake level, even moderate 
winds were instrumental in destroying 
nests of Black Ducks, Spotted Sandpipers 
and Rough-winged Swallows in situations 
ordinarily well above the influence of 
waves and spray. In the marshes, neat 
Toledo, Campbell found that ducklings 
of most species were scarce, and he noted 
late broods of Florida Gallinules and 
Coots (newly hatched on July 25), which 
suggest that earlier attempts were unsuc- 
cessful. There are encouraging reports 
of the Wood Duck: broods of young were 
noted as numerous on the reservoir above 
Charles Mill (Kahl), and some few were 
successfully reared in Mill Creek Park 
within the city limits of Youngstown 
(Cook). 

During the summer a number ot spe- 
cies were noted beyond their usual range. 
A White-eyed Vireo held territory in the 
“oak openings” west of Toledo through- 
out June and July, but was apparently 
unmated (Campbell). In the same area 
there was a single record, on June 21, 
for a male Summer Tanager, another 
species far north of its normal breeding 
range. A male Slate-colored Junco, fre- 
quently in song, was seen in June and 
early July at Put-in-Bay, but there was 
no evidence of nesting. An Osprey, seen 
June 14-26 at Put-in-Bay, was probably 
a vagrant. 

Rather few southern herons were noted. 
About 60 American Egrets were present 
in the Toledo area (Campbell); smaller 


numbers were seen along the Portage 
River and in the Baybridge marshes 
(Walker); 2 appeared at Pymatuning 
Lake in late July (Oudette, Skaggs); and 
1 on July 26 at Charles Mill (Kahl). The 
only record at hand for the Little Blue 
Heron comes from southwestern Ohio, 
where a single bird was seen along the 
Little Miami River, near Cincinnati, in 
late July (Maslowski). 

The first southward movement of 
shore birds, although not remarkably 
large, was widespread. The characteristic 
call of migrating Upland Plovers was first 
heard during the night of July 9, at Co- 
lumbus (Thomas, Rea), and at Put-in- 
Bay. Three Dowitchers were the most 
notable members of a mixed flock of 
waders that appeared at a small rain pool 
at Put-in-Bay on July 10, while 5 Dow- 
itchers and six other commoner species 
were first recorded at Toledo on July 
11 (Campbell, Mayfield). Solitary Sand- 
pipers and Lesser Yellow-legs were re- 
corded on July 12 at Charles Mill (Kahl), 
and on July 13 at Milton Lake (Skaggs). 
This earliest flight included no Pectoral 
or Stilt Sandpipers, but both of these 
were seen at a number of localities on 
and after July 18. Western Sandpipers 
were found at Columbus, July 25, 26 
(Thomson, Thomas), and at Toledo, 
July 25 (Campbell, Mayfield). A Willet 
(presumably of the western race) was seen 
at the O'Shaughnessy Reservoir north of 
Columbus on July 26, the first central 
Ohio record in many years (1 homas). 

Perhaps the most surprising record of 
the period was that of a Parasitic Jaeger 
found at Meander Lake, near Youngs- 
town, on July 4 (McLaughlin, Cook et 
al.). The same observers report that the 
Meander Lake Eagles were successful in 
rearing 2 young. Additional nesting rec- 
ords of note include: broods of young 
Blue-winged Teal, July 5 and 19, in a 
small marsh near Ashland (Kahl); a col- 
ony of Henslow’s Sparrows near St. 
Clairsville, July 26 (Skaggs); and a late 
nest of Bachman’s Sparrow which con- 
tained 3 newly-hatched young and 2 eggs 
when found near Gleneste, July 21 
(Goodpaster).——C.  F. WALKER, Stone 
Laboratory, Put-in-Bay, Ohio. 


CHICAGO REGION 


June started out hot and ended up hot, 
with average-to-cool temperatures in be- 
tween and practically no rain. A wet July 
failed to make 
up the lack 
in precipita- 
tion which had 
prevailed since 
January l, 
and is still 1.15 
inches below 
normal. The 
first ten days of 
July were un- 
usually cold, 
followed by a hot spell, with extreme heat 
from the 16th through the 20th. The 
month ended hot and very windy. The 
wind velocity reached 30 and 40 m.p.h. 

Shore birds were reported on Waukegan 
beaches early in July, including 11 Do- 
witchers, Piping and Semipalmated Plov- 
ers, Wilson’s Phalarope, and 6 different 
sandpipers including the Red-backed (all 
seen by Verna and Roger Johnston). King 
Rails were at the Morton Arboretum in 
June (Holabird), and at McGuiness 
Slough, on July 21, where Verna Johnston 
and Mrs. E. T. Baroody also saw Wilson's 
Snipe, and a colony of about 60 Black 
Terns, many of which had nests. Wilson’s 
Phalarope and Least Sandpiper were re- 
ported in Naperville on July 16 by 
Erffmeyer. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were nesting as 
usual along the Des Plaines River in the 
same district with 3 nesting Yellow- 
breasted Chats, always interesting to find 
in the Chicago region, and a pair of Law- 
rence’s Warblers, a rare find in any re- 
gion. The latter were mentioned in the 
May report, and were seen continuously 
through June 16. As one Lawrence's 
Warbler was seen in this locality last 
year, Chicago bird lovers have high hopes 
of a recurrence next spring.—ELLen T. 
SmitH, Lake Forest, ill. 


MISSOURI REGION 


Temperatures and rainfall over the re- 
gion were about normal for the two-month 
period. An excess of precipitation in June 
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was followed by 
a deficiency dur- 
ing July. Water 
levels have re- 
mained quite 
high, and 
floods in the 
Missouri Val- 
ley, during the 
latter part of 
June, no doubt caused a great loss of eggs 
and young birds. Two wet years in suc- 
cession have done much to restore marshy 
conditions in many areas that have been 
dry for years. However, this increase in 
marshland has not been followed by an 
increase in nesting water birds. 

During the first half of June, Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds, Coots and Pied-billed 
Grebes were found nesting in the Platte 
County marshes. On June 6, Least Bit- 
terns and Marsh Hawks (presumably nest- 
ing) were seen at Bean and Mud Lakes. 
The only ducks observed were a few Wood 
Ducks and Blue-winged Teal. At the 
Squaw Creek Refuge, J. K. Walton re- 
ports nesting Mallards and Blue-wings 
and a few Pintail stragglers during June. 
A flock of 15 White Pelicans remained 
until June 13. King Rails and Florida 
Gallinules were reported as nesting there 
and Great Blue Herons, Green Herons 
and American Bitterns were frequently 
seen during the nesting season. American 
Egrets arrived late in July. 

In eastern Missouri, at Clarksville, 
about 60 miles northwest of St. Louis, 
A. C. Reneau and Lee Jenkins discovered 
a new heronry. A new dam and locks 
have flooded the Mississippi bottoms and 
created an island covered with dead trees. 
About 100 nests of the American Egret, 60 
of the Black-crowned Night Heron, 40 of 
the Great Blue and 1 of the Double-crested 
Cormorant were found there during June 
and July. Other interesting finds, by these 
same observers, were nesting King Rails 
and Mallards. 

The Cliff Swallow is known to nest in a 
few scattered localities over the state. 
However, the only instance reported this 
year is a colony of 39 pairs found by Jack 
van Benthuysen in St. Louis County. The 
same observer also submitted nesting data 
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on the Woodcock, Cedar Waxwing, Black- 
billed Cuckoo and European Tree Spar- 
row, all rather uncommon breeders in the 
state. Hedges found a large colony of 
Bank Swallows in the valley of the Kansas 
River near Quivera on June 21. About 
1000 nesting burrows were counted and 
500 or more birds were seen at the loca- 
tion. Many of the nests were still occupied 
at the end of the month. The same ob- 
server also found the nest and eggs of the 
Bewick’s Wren a few miles west of Quivera 
Lake. This species is a rare breeder in 
eastern Kansas. For the second consecu- 
tive year Prairie Warblers have nested in 
the Quivera area. The Black and White 
Warbler, a former breeder in the Kansas 
City area but rarely reported in recent 
years, was seen in two locations during the 
nesting season. Poor-wills were present 
throughout June and July but were not 
as numerous as in 1941. A Vesper Sparrow 
was found dead on a busy Kansas City 
street by Spotswood on July 11. Examina- 
tion showed that it was not a breeding 
bird, so it is to be regarded as a straggler. 
Kansas City is considerably south of its 
normal breeding range. 

This year the Missouri Audubon So- 
ciety, through its affiliated groups, inaugu- 
rated an annual summer census which 
was made on June 21 and June 28. The 
purpose was twofold: first, to enumerate 
the species present, as is done at Christ- 
mas, and second, to build up a list of con- 
temporary breeding birds, noting their 
distribution over the state. Many older 
breeding records are now believed to be 
entirely obsolete. Reports were obtained 
from fourteen scattered counties and in- 
cluded 99 species. 

Five Red-shafted Flickers were seen by 
Cunningham at Squaw Creek on April 4 
(omitted from last report), and the wings 
of another were found tacked to the wall 
of a cabin near Quivera, on July 25, by 
Hedges and Spotswood. The Red-shafted 
Flicker is considered casual in western 
Missouri during migration and winter. 
Grasshopper Sparrows, irregular breeders 
in the Kansas City area, were found in 
seveal localities this summer.—JAMEs W. 
CUNNINGHAM and RussEL Spotswoop, 
Kansas City, Mo. 
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The summer thus far has been cool with 
only a very few days of really hot weather 
(90° plus). Following a record-breaking 
wet May, frequent 
rains continued 
through June and 
July. A torrential 
downpour all over 
the state on June 
28 did no little 
damage locally. 
While the conse- 
quent high stage 
of water has sub- 
sided somewhat of 
late, the drought 
conditions of re- 
cent years have been replaced by almost 
too much wetness. 

Mrs. Walter C. Olin of Duluth, in a let- 
ter dated July 2, reviews the spring migra- 
tion in that locality as follows: “White- 
throats were numerous, but Fox, Harris’s 
and Lincoln’s Sparrows scarce. Flycatch- 
ers, particularly the Yellow-bellied and 
Alder, were numerous, as were the Brown 
Thrasher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet (1 un- 
usually late on June 24), Baltimore 
Oriole and Evening Grosbeak. It was a 
good warbler year with many more Black- 
throated Greens than usual. The warblers 
stayed longer than usual, and on June 2 
I saw quite a few. May 18 was the peak 
day when Mrs. Wernowsky and I saw 73 
species including 18 different warblers. 
Baldpates were more numerous than usual. 
On April 26 about a dozen were on the 
pond at the Conservation Club’s new 
sanctuary. They stayed so long that some 
of the men in charge thought they might 
nest, but they are all gone now. Three 
Blue Geese were on the point for about 
a week.” Shore birds were not abundant 
this year but the following species were re- 
ported by Mrs. Olin: May 24, 1 Dowitcher; 
June 1, 5 Black-bellied Plovers, 5 Turn- 
stones, 9 Red-backed Sandpipers, 1 Semi- 
palmated Plover, 1 Least Sandpiper. The 
following are reported by Dr. Olga Lakela: 
June 17, 1 Hudsonian Curlew, 1 White- 
rumped Sandpiper; June 27, 14 Sander- 
lings; July 1, 1 Least Sandpiper. Two 
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nests of the Piping Plover were located 
but apparently no young were raised. A 
pair of Sharp-shinned Hawks took up 
their residence on the point, and may 
have had something to do with the absence 
of certain birds. Dr. Lakela also reported 
the following in regard to the Red-breasted 
Merganser: June 7, a male Red-breast in 
company of 17 in female plumage (!) 
along the Lake Superior Shore some miles 
east of Duluth; June 12 a female with 7 
downy young on the Lake Shore 7 miles 
from Duluth; June 20 a pair flying about 
Knife Island near Knife River. These rec- 
ords are of special interest for until re- 
cently it was considered that the mergan- 
ser, nesting along the North Shore, was 
the American, and only rarely the Red- 
breasted. Again from Dr. Lakela: young 
Pine Siskins on the college campus at 
Duluth on June 29; a pair of Evening 
Grosbeaks on July 2 and 27, suggest nest- 
ing but the nest could not be located. 

From Mrs. C. E. Peterson of Madison, 
in the western part of the state, come 
these notes: 2 Yellow-breasted Chats 
banded in June; an unusual number of 
Field Sparrows this summer “singing all 
through the day during June along the 
Minnesota River, from Lac Qui Parle Lake 
to Granite Falls,” indicating a northward 
extension of this species in numbers; a 
nest of the Arkansas Kingbird with 3 eggs 
at Ortonville on July 2; a Solitary Sand- 
piper at Madison, July 6; and young Bur- 
rowing Owls sitting at the entrance of 
their burrow on the same date. Pectoral, 
Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
back on July 29. 

Brother Hubert Lewis reports 15 Brew- 
er’s Blackbird’s nests at St. Paul, 4 of them 
on the ground, the others in hedges and 
trees, 3 to 20 feet from the ground. When 
Brewer's Blackbird first began nesting in 
eastern Minnesota about 1914, the nest 
was almost invariably on the ground in 
open or bushy meadows. The above group 
of nests reveals a trend toward the original 
habit in the West of nesting largely in 
shrubs and trees. 

Items of Interest—Dr. G. H. Luedtke 
of Fairmont, Martin County, Minn., sends 
the following: “June 21, 1942, at Boy 
Scout Camp, Cedar Point, 10 miles south 
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of Fairmont, I saw a Black-capped Chicka- 
dee feeding a young Cowbird. This ob- 
servation was shared by Mr. L. F. Nell of 
Baudette, Minn., one of the camp leaders 
who has a fairly large knowledge of birds. 
The feeding of this Cowbird was observed 
for at least one-half hour at 5:30 P.M. by 
both Mr. Nell and myself.” This, of 
course, is not conclusive evidence that the 
Cowbird was hatched by the Chickadee, as 
it is not uncommon for birds to feed the 
young of species other than their own. It 
is, however, suggestive. There seems to be 
only a single record of a Cowbird’s egg in 
a Chickadee’s nest (Odlogist, 1915, p. 152, 
cited as the only record by Dr. Friedman). 
Edgar Chance of England states from ob- 
servations that when the European Cuckoo 
cannot cover the nest she backs in as far 
as possible and extrudes the egg into the 
nest. Possibly our Cowbird may have de- 
veloped the same trick in the case of cov- 
ered nests. 

Also from Dr. Luedtke: “Mr. Nell saw 
a Blue Jay on a Rose-breasted Grosbeak’s 
nest, which was about 10 feet from the 
ground, and on the ground below discov- 
ered 2 young Grosbeaks in the pin-feather 
stage. They were alive and he replaced 
them in the nest, where the mother Gros- 
beak continued to care for them.” Blue 
Jays frequently kill nestlings and eat the 
brains but in this instance the Jay simply 
boosted them out of the nest and was pre- 
vented from following up its intended 
meal.—THomas S. Roserts, Director, Min- 
nesota Museum of Natural History, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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The precipitation over the region, as a 
whole, has not been quite as heavy as in 
1941, but the weather has been cooler. 
There has 
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stances caused heavy damage to the nests 
of some marsh birds. There have been 
frequent hailstorms, but most of the dam- 
age does not appear to have been serious. 
At Medicine Lake, on July 7, hailstones 
up to 24 inches in diameter killed nu- 
merous waterfowl and upland game birds 
on the west end of the refuge (Hazeltine). 
Quoting from his interesting report, 
“Worst of all was to see many birds with 
broken wings, broken legs, blind in one 
or both eyes, or otherwise crippled.”— 
Among the birds picked up was a pelican 
banded by myself on June 28, 1937 at the 
Lake Bowdoin Refuge.—“A comparatively 
mild botulism outbreak was discovered in 
its early stages of development on July 22. 
It is believed that this epidemic is the re- 
sult of, or was at least contributed to, by 
the severe hail of July 7. Vegetation, 
broken up and beaten down by the hail, 
has added greatly to the natural stagna- 
tion of certain areas. The outbreak has 
so far been localized to the two districts 
hardest hit by hail. Other areas, usually 
susceptible to botulism, have not yet con- 
tributed to this outbreak.” 

There is an abundance of food and 
cover, and wildlife conditions in general 
are probably as good as they have ever 
been since the white man came. 

Hazeltine tells of a colony of Western 
Grebes, on Medicine Lake, that on June 
14, consisted of 177 nests, containing a 
total of 767 eggs. Hatching was just get- 
ting started. The nests were in Prairie 
Bulrush (S. Paludosis). One of the most 
surprising gains in the region was at Sand 
Lake, where the White Pelican nested this 
year in great numbers. More than 1000 
nests were counted on one man-made 
island. Beed states that they waste a great 
many eggs, and many young birds are 
stepped on by their parents. The young 
started hatching about July 15. In addi- 
tion to the nesting Pelicans, Beed states 
that there are rookeries of Double-crested 
Cormorants on the Sand Lake Refuge, 3 
in trees and 3 on islands. The Snowy 
Egret was observed on July 5 and 6 on 
Sand Lake (Beed, Katus). Least Bitterns 
and Green Herons were also noted. Can- 
ada Geese have continued to increase as 
nesting birds on three refuges: Sand 
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Lake, Upper Souris, and Lower Souris. 
One ‘gang’ of Canadas, frequently ob- 
served on Lower Souris, consisted of 8 
adults and 26 goslings, or an average of 
614 young to each pair. The duck popu- 
lation has shown a very decent increase, 
at least in the areas covered by the few 
observers in this region. In some local- 
ities, ducks were already beginning to 
feed, in grain fields, by the Ist of August. 
Ruddy Ducks decreased, or just held their 
own in the eastern part of the region, but 
there was apparently a compensating in- 
crease in the western part. An adult male 
Wood Duck was observed on Long Lake 
on several occasions during July (Ham- 
mond, Gillett, Staunton). 

M. O. Thompson tells of finding the 
nest of a pair of Cooper's Hawks in the 
city park of Lisbon. When he approached 
the nest, the female would swoop down 
almost touching his head—most unusual 
bravery for this bird. More unusual still 
was the fact that the nest was successful, 
and the young hawks grew up and left 
without mishap. Upland game birds have 
continued their spectacular increase, with 
the hunting season on two species, pheas- 
ant and partridge, extended to more than 
two months in certain parts of North Da- 
kota. In view of the tremendous numbers 
of the birds, and the excellent cover con- 
ditions, it is doubtful that the longer sea- 
sons and more liberal bag limits will come 
anywhere near to harvesting the surplus. 

Forster's Terns nested on Sand Lake in 
great numbers (Beed). There was a de- 
crease in Wood Pewees in the timber 
along the Mouse River. There now ap- 
fewer Starlings than there 
were two years ago. Blackbirds have ap- 
peared in tremendous numbers in many 
of the marsh areas. Most common are the 
Red-wings and Yellow-heads. In some lo- 
calities hordes of these birds do serious 
damage to crops.—C. J. Henry, Lower 
Souris National Wildlife Refuge, U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Upham, N. D. 
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I. The Weather. June was dry and hot; 
July was wet and hot. Except for a few 
local showers, practically no rain fell along 


the coast in 
June; but be- 
ginning on 
July 3, general 
rains or heavy 
showers came 
almost daily. 

II. General 
Conditions, 
The dry weather in June contributed to 
an excellent breeding season for some of 
the late-nesting land birds. However, it 
discouraged second broods, and such 
broods as were started generally failed be- 
cause of the wet weather in July. This 
fact, together with rain earlier in the year, 
made the crop of young land birds smaller 
than usual. The inland water birds like- 
wise suffered. Pied-billed Grebes, Stilts, 
gallinules, and all ibises, herons, and 
egrets nesting at inland rookeries had a 
poorer season than last year. On the other 
hand, rookeries near salt water profited by 
the dry weather, and had a better season 
than ever before recorded. The Audubon 
Sanctuary on the Vingt-et-un Islands in 
Galveston Bay broke all records for breed- 
ing Roseate Spoonbills, Snowy and Amer- 
ican Egrets, Louisiana and Black-crowned 
Night Herons, and White-faced Glossy 
Ibis. These birds were all so numerous 
that they crowded the White Ibis down 
into the lower levels of the islands, where 
their nests were destroyed by high tides. 
Fulvous Tree Ducks and King Rails took 
advantage of abnormally large acreage 
given over to rice, as a result of the war, 
and had a successful season. Mrs. Hagar, 
at Rockport, reports many oil-soaked Red- 
breasted Mergansers unable to migrate. 
More Robins nested in the Houston area, 
and more Blue-winged Teal remained in 
the Galveston area than ever before re- 
corded. A good many Canada Geese, in 
flocks up to 10, remained in their great 
feeding grounds just east of Galveston 
Bay. Louisiana Herons (depleted by dis- 
ease two years ago) were brought back to 
normal by this year’s huge crop of young. 

III. Migrations. For some reason that had 
no apparent connection with the weather, 
spring departure dates for land birds were 
later than usual: Wood Pewee, Cove, June 
17; Cliff, Rough-winged and Barn Swal- 
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lows, Rockport, June 7; White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Cove, June 17; Red-eyed Vireo, 
Cove, June 17. Autumn migrants began 
to be apparent in early July and were 
very obvious by late July. Except for the 
simultaneous appearance of so many shore 
birds at Rockport on July 26 (reported 
by Mrs. Hagar), the following autumn ar- 
rival dates are about normal: White Peli- 
can, Cove, July 28; Solitary Sandpiper, 
Cove, July 5, and Galveston, July 15; 
Greater Yellow-legs, Cove, July 29; Lesser 
Yellow-legs, Cove, July 29, and Galveston, 
July 15; Least Sandpiper, Alta Loma (40 
miles southeast of Houston), July 15; Pec- 
toral Sandpiper, Cove, July 29; Long- 
billed Curlew, Galveston, July 15; Black 
Tern, Cove, July 14, and Galveston, July 
15. On July 26 the following appeared 
at Rockport: Piping and Semipalmated 
Plovers, Spotted, White-rumped, Pectoral, 
Semipalmated and Baird’s Sandpipers, 
Upland Plover, Greater and Lesser Yel- 
low-legs, Dowitcher, Long-billed Curlew 
and Ruddy Turnstone. Several Sparrow 
Hawks appeared in Houston on July 22, 
a month early, after a hard northwest 
storm. Flocks of Purple Martins were 
migrating southwestward at the end ol 
July. 

IV. Nesting. Eggs and young (in all 
stages) of the following were observed near 
Bay City (80 miles southwest of Houston) 
on June 6: Anhinga, Roseate Spoonbill, 
Snowy and American Egrets, Little Blue 
and Louisiana Herons and a few adult 
and large young White Ibis. Similar con- 
ditions on Vingt-et-un Islands on June 14, 
except for the absence of Anhinga, Little 
Blue Heron and Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron, and the presence of White-faced 
Glossy Ibis with young on the wing. Meit- 
zen reports the following nests near Ana- 
huac (east side of Galveston Bay) on June 
24: Least Bittern, with eggs; Coot, 3 nests 
with eggs; Purple Gallinule, with eggs; 
Meadowlark, with eggs. He reports also 
the nest of a Sennett’s White-tailed Hawk 
with | young near Alta Loma on June 20; 
a Caracara’s nest with 2 young, 30 miles 
south of Houston on July 12; a Prairie 
Chicken’s nest with eggs near Kemah on 
June 29; Barn Owl’s nest with 3 young, 
15 miles south of Houston on May 3, and 
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1 nest with 4 eggs and another with 2 
young near Alta Loma on June 27; also a 
Meadowlark’s nest with well-fledged young 
at Alta Loma, June 27.—Grorce G. WIL- 
LiAMS, The Rice Institute, Houston, Tex. 
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Late nesting of *:irds in this region con- 
tinued through June and July. Conditions 
became more favorable, thus tending to 
make up for the 
disadvantages of 
the late spring. By 
July the tempera- 
tures finally went 
above the normal 
for previous years. 
This was too late 
for some kinds of 
birds, but others 
were able to bring 
off late broods suc- 
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cessfully. Families 
of young remained 
on their nesting grounds later than usual. 

Prospects for adequate food supplies in 
the fall appear better than they did a year 
ago. In places where no acorns were pro- 
duced last year, they are now conspicuous 
on the trees. Populations of small mam- 
mals are large in some spots. 

Even with restricted observations along 
the shore numerous reports merit citation 
here: Brown Pelican, at least 10 young in 
nests at Point Lobos, July 21, breeding 
there for the first time since 1937, though 
unsuccessful nests were seen in 1939 and 
1940 (Williams); Brandt’s Cormorant, 
Point Lobos, June 30, nests with young 
on outer rocks of Bird Island group (W.); 
Snowy Egret, Bryte, herony increased to 
30 or 40 pairs (Emlen); Green Heron, 1, 
Alvarado pools, July 12 (Allen); Amer- 
ican Merganser, Carmel River mouth, 15 
in flock, July 28 and 29 (W); Hudsonian 
Curlew, Alameda, 1, June 28 and July I¢ 
(Kelly), Carmel River mouth, 1, July 6 
(W.); Willet, Alameda, few on June 28 
(K.); Greater Yellow-legs, Carmel River 
mouth, 1, July 6 (W.); Avocet, Dumbar- 
ton Bridge, 12 to 15, July 12, no young 
and no anxiety shown when automobile 
stopped (A.); Nerthern Phalarope, Dum- 


barton Bridge, about 200, some showing 
red on neck, July 12 (A.), Carmel River 
mouth, 2, July 29 (W.); Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Alameda, July 10 (K.); Heermann’s Gull, 
Cliff House, San Francisco, July 9 (K.); 
Caspian Tern, Dumbarton Bridge, June 
23 (K.). 

These examples of summer nestings 
show varied significance, but mainly they 
are late, or in new locations: Sparrow 
Hawk, Oakland, 3 eggs of a second set on 
June 10, 4 eggs on June 13, 5 on June 16, 
and nest deserted on June 23 (Seibert); 
Valley Quail, Carmel, first brood out of 
nest on June 10 (Mrs. Wilde and Wil- 
liams); Screech Owl, Berkeley, at nest box 
where activity began on March 20, young 
noted June 8, | with head out of hole on 
June 22, several (3?) left box between 9 
and 10 P.M. on July 2, | still in box on 
July 3 (Allen); Black Phoebe, Happy Val- 
ley, young left nest under eaves, July 10 
(A.); Olive-sided Flycatcher, Carmel, nest 
containing 2 young nearly ready to fly, 
June 20 (W.); Purple Martin, near Mount 
Herman, 2 adults, the male singing in top 
of Douglas fir on June 26, adults and 6 
young in same tree on July 3, young in 
tree and male calling in flight on July 10 
(A.); Robin, Boulder Creek, singing on 
June 21 and 22 and reported by Mr. Irwin 
as nesting on his place for three years (A); 
Russet-backed Thrush, Oakland hills, nest 
with 3 eggs on June 4 and one with young 
just hatching on July 12 (S.); Blue-headed 
Vireo, Dimond Park, Oakland, nest with 
4 eggs on June 9 (S.); Western Tanager, 
San Lorenzo River Valley, family of young 
on July 11 (A.); Purple Finch, Oakland 
hills, 3 young leaving nest on July 12 (S.); 
Lawrence’s Goldfinch, Davis, nested in 
vicinity and seen feeding young at three 
places (Emlen); Rufous-crowned Sparrow, 
Corral de Tierra district, Monterey 
County, young out of nest being fed on 
June 26 (W.). 

Observations listed below help expand 
our notion of the local status of certain 
species. Accumulated records of this kind 
are significant in the interpretation of the 
avifauna of the whole region. However, 
they do not replace our knowledge of the 
normal occurrence and distribution of the 
birds. Band-tailed Pigeon, near Redwood 
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Peak, Oakland hills, 2 on July 8 (Seibert); 
Belted Kingfisher, along Crow Canyon, 
near Hayward, | on June 21 (S.); Arkan- 
sas Kingbird, south of Irvington, June 15 
and July 3 (Allen); Red-breasted Nut- 
hatch, Berkeley, 1 in pine tree at Cowell 
Hospital, July 2 (A.); Mockingbird, San 
Lorenzo and ‘Santa Clara, increasingly 
abundant (A); near Larkspur, Marin 
County, 2 together (Sumner); Cedar Wax- 
wing, Carmel, 1, June 14, an unusual date 
(Williams); Grasshopper Sparrow, Carmel 
River mouth, 2 singing individuals noted 
five times in June (W.).—JEAN M. Lins- 
DALE, Museum of Vertebrate Zodlogy, 
Berkeley, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
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The Weather. June was normal; July, 
clearer and warmer (1.6° above normal), 
with two hot spells (90° maximum), 
that produced 
excessively dry 
conditions 
throughout. 

Coast and 
Lowlands. 
Changing wa- 
ter levels, due 
to irrigation, 
prevented Mal- 
lards, Teal and 
Ruddy Ducks from nesting at Chino Creek 
marsh, though 2 Least Bitterns were seen 
July 19 and 28; also 4 American Bitterns, 
Virginia and Sora Rails, Florida Gallinules 
and Coots with young. Greatest rarity—2 
female Wood Ducks at nearby Santa Ana 
River, July 19 (Murdock, Scheel). 

Along the coast many Snowy Egrets 
summered, but few Americans. There 
were over 61 Wood Ibis (!) at Leucadia 
Slough, in San Diego County on July 16 
(Mrs. E. H. Crane). In southern San 
Joaquin valley, in late June, Mallards and 
Pintails with well-grown young were com- 
mon. There were several families of Cin- 
namon Teal, Fulvous Tree Ducks and 
Ruddy Ducks. Black Terns and Black- 
necked Stilts were abundant nesters on 
Kings River north of Bakersfield (Stultz, 
Daugherty); 16 + pairs of Stilts also 
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nested at Playa del Rey, and had young 
out on June 12. 

Shore-bird migrants appeared early in 
July, several species which summer in limi- 
ted numbers showing marked increases— 
e.g., Black-bellied Plover, Western and 
Least Sandpipers, Dowitcher, Marbled 
Godwit, and both Curlews. There were 
1000 Hudsonian Curlews along the Roose- 
velt Highway on July 24 (Stultz). Other 
shore birds: Greater Yellow-legs, July 28, 
Lakeside (Gander); Lesser Yellow-legs, 1, 
July 12, Alamitos Bay, same date as in 
1940 (Cogswell). Fifteen Knots and 2 
Ruddy Turnstones, also on July 12, lack 
only a few days of being the earliest fall 
records. Six Bonaparte’s Gulls and 1 Cas- 
pian Tern at Alamitos Bay on July 12 
were early migrants; 70 Forster’s and 1 
Royal Tern were recorded at Balboa on 
July 22. A pair of Least Terns were at 
Dominguez Lagoon, 6 miles inland from 
the nearest colony on July 12. 

Band-tailed Pigeons feed at berry and 
grain fields in the valleys, though farmers 
are permitted to shoot them. It is believed 
that they make the long flight daily from 
nesting areas in the foothills (Mrs. Fuller, 
Cogswell). Nesting. Mourning Doves very 
abundant; California Cuckoos increasing 
at San Gabriel River Sanctuary (Comby), 
and | incubating at Chino Creek, July 28 
(S.). One pair of Mockingbirds had 4 
broods (March to August), raising 8 young 
successfully. There were Purple Martin 
colonies at Balboa (S.), Fullerton (Mrs. 
T. G. White), Hidden Valley, Ventura 
County (Griffith), and 1 pair at Charlton 
Flats, in the San Gabriel Mountains, 
where 2 male Western Bluebirds and 1 
female fed young in the same nest (M.). 
Very remarkable was a_Black-chinned 
Hummingbird’s nest with 4 eggs in mid- 
June near Pasadena (Quattlebaum). The 
female was incubating on June 27, but 
deserted by July 4, when 2 of the eggs col- 
lapsed and were half-eaten, probably by 
ants. Ants also destroyed young of this 
same species at Santa Barbara (Rett). 

The fall hummingbird migration started 
in early July; 2 Selasphorus sp? (females 
or young) at Pasadena on the 4th, thou- 
sands by the end of the month. A few of 
the summer resident Allen’s Humming- 
birds were still at Santa Barbara on Au- 
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gust 10 (R.). Black-chinned Humming- 
birds were very common throughout the 
Los Angeles region since late July, Costa’s 
scarce. The first migrant Yellow War- 
blers were in Pasadena on July 16 (C.). 
Mountain Areas. Among birds that Miss 
Ruth Price lists as common as Big Bear 
Lake are: Spotted Sandpiper, Pacific 
Nighthawk, Mountain Quail, White- 
headed Woodpecker, Wood Pewee, Robin, 
Western Bluebird (Mountain Bluebird 
uncommon—in Baldwin Lake area only), 
Creeper, Pileolated Warbler, Cassin’s 
Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, Green-tailed 
Towhee and Fox Sparrow. Clark’s Nut- 
cracker, Western Tanager, Red-breasted 
Sapsucker and Wright’s Flycatcher are 
listed as uncommon. At Baldwin Lake, 
Pied-billed and Eared Grebes, Black- 
crowned Night Herons, Ring-billed Gulls, 
Ruddy Ducks, Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
and Pinon Jays were common (all have 
nested there except the Gulls); the Avo- 
cet and Greater Yellow-legs were reported. 
Calliope Hummingbirds were listed at 
Charlton Flats, June 10 (S.) and at Big 
Pines, July 26; 1 Red-breasted and 1 
Williamson’s Sapsucker were in an orchard 
at Wrightwood on July 26 (C.). 

Deserts. South of Salton Sea, Fulvous 
Tree Ducks had young on the water by 
June 7 (Reedy). Harwell estimates 100 
adults on June 10-11. Mallards with young 
were common. There were a few Pin- 
tails, Ruddies and 1 male Redhead. At 
29 Palms, Eared Grebes were landing on 
a dry lake bed; one rescued by soldiers 
was nearly blind (H.). 

Gambel’s Quail with half-grown young 
were common in Joshua Tree National 
Monument in early June after an uphill 
migration. There were fewer Mountain 
Quail than in April. Bendire’s and Le- 
conte’s Thrashers were still singing, and 
Pifion Jays probably nesting. Scott's 
Orioles were common in the Joshuas (15 
in one day—2 nests—Harwell) and Bul- 
lock’s in the Colorado Desert. White- 
winged Doves were seen from State 
Refuge to Thermal (1 nest with young 
and 1 with eggs, June 10). A pair of 
Ground Doves was at the Refuge; also 
Blue Grosbeak and Lazuli Bunting, June 
8 (Clary).—Howard L. Cogswell, 3807 
Sierra Grand St., Pasadena, Calif. 
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Audubon Magazine's Sixth “Breeding- 


ARTICULARLY heartening, in this 

momentous year in our country’s his- 
tory, is the fact that the breeding-bird cen- 
suses did not, like so many pleasurable but 
valuable pieces of research, have to mark 
time “for the duration.” We had not dared 
hope to do anything more than keep the 
spark of this still-new venture alive; we 
knew that many of our most valuable con- 
tributors had put aside their binoculars 
for a gun, that the activities of others had 
been greatly curtailed by gas rationing 
and rubber shortage. Confident that those, 
whose reports are missing this year from 
the following pages, will resume work on 
their study tracts when our country has 
once more regained its peace, we would 
like now to welcome those new partici- 
pants and those others still on the home 
front who have carried on this worthwhile 
project. 

The thirty tracts studied this year aver- 
age slightly more than thirty-six acres each. 
Together, they total 1082 acres, and repre- 
sent fourteen different states. Infinitesimal 
though this area is, when compared with 
the vast number of tracts still waiting in 
virgin silence for the bird man and his 
binoculars, it annually enlarges our knowl- 
edge and understanding of bird popula- 
tions, each new report adding one more 
facet. Thus, we have a peat bog and marsh 
in Ohio, studied for the first time by 
George Bing, with its breeding birds 
largely restricted to those that demand a 
wet environment; an area of foothill chap- 
arral in California, reported by James 
Murdock and H. L. Cogswell, with its 
dense population of 566 birds per 100 
acres; a virgin palouse prairie in Washing- 
ton, selected by Leonard Wing, with its 
predominating Traill’s Flycatchers, Lazuli 
Buntings, and Brewer's Sparrows; an up- 
land oak-poplar forest in Virginia, studied 
by Morton Marshall, Jr., with its rich bird 
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life; a sixty-foot forest of oak, hickory and 
pine in West Virginia in which S. K. 
Dandridge reports an amazing density of 
Crested Flycatchers; and jack pine barrens 
in Michigan, studied by J. Van Tyne and 
Mr. and Mrs. Hamerstrom, with its char- 
acteristic Kirtland’s Warblers and domi 
nant Chipping Sparrows. 

Among the reports that follow are 
twenty that were repeated on the identical 
areas covered in 1941. Of these, twelve 
show an increase in the bird life, five show 
a decrease, and three others little or no 
change over the preceding year. Once 
more we would like to stress the impor- 
tance of comments by the contributor, 
wherever possible, as to factors that are or 
might be responsible for such fluctuations. 

Just as they now stand, the censuses 
represent a wealth of information and a 
picture of bird populations in this country 
that is not to be found elsewhere. Natu- 
rally we want them to be still more valu- 
able, and would like to suggest that, effec- 
tive with 1943, contributors keep as 
accurate a record as possible of foraging 
ranges of the various species breeding 
within their study tracts, and incorporate 
such information in their reports. 

Printed directions on how to take a 
breeding-bird census can always be ob- 
tained from Audubon House. Isn’t there an 
area in your region begging to be studied? 

Symbols and abbreviations: P=pair; 
M=male, generally singing on a fixed ter- 
ritory throughout the season; UM=un 
mated male; N=pair with nest; Y=pair 
seen feeding young; X=birds present. 
Separated by commas, these figures rep- 
resent a Classified basis for the number of 
pairs of each species: Crow, 2P, 4N, 4Y= 
10 pairs of Crows. In the tables where the 
densities are summarized, A=birds on the 
study tract, nesting there but feeding else- 
where. 
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PART I—-BOGS AND MARSHES 
Adults 
Hrs. per 100 
Habitat State Acres Obs. Year Acres +A Contributor 
1. Tamarack bog and border. Vt. 2.8 @ 19388 714 500 Wendell P. Smith 
20 1939 964 572 ee ae 
20 1940 857 642 ii ee 
20 1941 1072 786 grt: 
2. Balsam-black ash bog and 15 1942 1214 642 
DOWMET 2.2.6 sce cece Vt. 8.3 4 1938 528 96 Wendell P. Smith 
25 1939 612 120 Py ae 
25 1940 590 168 5 7 Oe 
20 1941 600 168 ys) ok We 
20 1942 648 192 i aati 
3. Bog and old filled-in lake. Ohio 65 37 1942 436 - George Bing 
4. Fresh-water pond area.... Vt. 20 10 1942 450 70 Wendell P. Smith 
5. Swampy prairie.......... Ill. 67 33 1941 970 — W. Robertson, Jr. 
64 24 1942 212 218 - “ “ 


TAMARACK BOG AND BORDER. A small 
(.93 acre) bog at Wells River, Vermont, and 1.87 "38 (°39«©«°400=— ‘41°42 
acres of bordering pasture and railroad track, fully 
described in previous reports, and censused since 1938. 
Coverage: June 15, 24; July 7, 20, 27; supplemented 
by frequent observations throughout the season. 


Total species 6 6 
Total pairs. 7 
Density pairs per ‘100 


Hours varied from 5 A.M. to 9 P.M. and totaled 15. acres BERTIE 250 286 321 393 321 
Census, pairs nesting and feeding within the study Grand total species . 16 17 17 24 22 
area (* indicates permanent resident, $=unmated Grand total pairs... 17 21.5 21 26 26 
male): Final density pairs 
per 100 acres 607 765 750 929 929 
38°39 49 41°42 Frequent visitors: E. Robin, 1P; Veery, 1P; Black- 
: : = —- Warbler, A Slate-colored Junco, 1P; E. 
by-throated Hummingbird . ; Chipping Sparrow, 1P. Total: 5 species, 5 pairs.— 
— a= aie ss ete os pate WENDELL P. Smitnu, Wells River, Vt. 
E. Wood Pewee ........... 1t 1 i £2 
*Black-capped Chickadee .... 1 1 1 ; 2. BALSAM-BLACK ASH BOG AND BOR- 
*Red-breasted Nuthatch ..... Seen 1 $1Y DER. A small 2.84-acre bog and border of 5.5 
E. Hermit Thrush ......... 1 1 1 1 #1Y acres located at Ryegate, Vermont, fully described 
OS AT ee 1 “ in 1938 and 1939, and censused since 1938. The 
Cedar Waxwing ........... 1P 1938 hurricane blew down a few trees, admitting 
Blue-headed Vireo ......... i 1 1Y more light. Despite the unusually heavy June rain- 
Red-eyed Vireo ............ — - 1Y fall, July found the bog drier than normal. By the 
Black and White Warbler ... 1 S ae end of the month no pools remained. Coverage: 
Nashville Warbler ......... 1 1 1 _— June 5, 24; July 5, 12, 25; supplemented by fre- 
Magnolia Warbler ray 1 1 = quent visits throughout the season. Hours varied 
Myrtle Warbler ......... 1 — - 1 a from 5 A.M. to 9 P.M., and totaled 20. Census, 
Black-throated Green Warbler 1 1 : ae pairs nesting and feeding for the most part within 
Blackburnian Warbler ..... 1 4 3 a a the study tract (* indicates permanent resident, 
N. Pine Warbler .......... 1 1 , t=unmated male): 
— ceeeane pana wanes 1 ; - ; 1Y 38°39 40°41 42 
EE (airn da ancients was “Canada Raffed 
Grouse .. j IM — 
Total species .... oo 0 22.90 1 Ruby- apenas Sene- 
Total pairs ........ 10 13.512 15 17 y —~ ~3 a <= 1 = 
Density pairs per 100 acres .357 482 429 536 607 ellow-bellied Sap- 
Og od nahanud 2 1 7 
: : : icker ‘ 
Gosene, gate nesting on area but apparently feeding mS Hairy Oe he 
E OCNOF ...... 1 1 1 iP 
"38 «°39«=O*40—s*4+1 "42 a "iene Wood- 
> 
N. Flicker ....... 1 1 1Y oe, y---* ; «= Sa 
*E. Hairy Woodpecker 1 : * Black-capped i 
*N. Downy W mersones 1 ee Chickadee woe 1 2 1 2 2Y 
> Crow ae 1 1 : i *Red-breasted 
DN x catia wcks.. 9 2 2 2 2 Nuthatch ...... b.4 1 : & 
N Yellow- throat *Brown Creeper .. 2 1 ; i 
¥ (2nd brood) ...... - - i= E. Winter Wren ... 1 1 : 1 oF 
_E- Purple Finch .. ie— ie— as Wood Thrush ..... 1 2 
E. Goldfinch see - * 1 1 E. Hermit Thrush . 1 1 1 2 2¥ 
Slate-colored Junco . 1 1 1¢ 1Y Olive-backed Thrush tf it 1 esd 
E. Chipping Sparrow 1 2 2 2 1Y CS rr — — — 1Y 
White-throated Sparrow - % 8 E. Golden-crowned — 
E. Song Sparrow . 1 1 1— Kinglet .... ; 1 1 1 i 
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"38 °39 "40 °41 °42 

Blue-headed Vireo . 2 2 1 1 INY 
Black and White 

.. . rrr 1 : a2 
Nashville Warbler . 1 - — 
Parula Warble .. 1 
Magnolia Warbler 2 2 3 ae i i 
Black-throated Blue 

rr 1 1 ~- 
Myrtle Warbler ... 1 1Y 
Black-throated : 

Green Warbler .. 1 2 1 4 2Y 
Blackburnian é 

Warbler 2 2 4 3 3¥ 
Oven-bird .. - 2 1 2 1 1Y 
Canada Warbler 1 1 1 1 2Y 
Scarlet Tanager 1 1 1 - 
Rose-breasted : 

Grosbeak ee - 1Y 
E. Purple Finch .. 1 1 i 

Total species .. 17 19 20 18 21 

Total pairs - 22 25.5 24.5 25 27 

Density pairs per 

100 acres ..... 264 306 295 300 324 


Census, pairs nesting within the study area, but 
feeding to quite an extent outside it: 
"38 °39 "40 °41 °42 


*N. Pileated W ood- 
wae 1 
N. Crested Fly- 
catcher 24 1 
*N. Blue Jay . 1 
E. Crow ... =< 1 
E. Robin ... 1 1 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Slate-colored Junvo 1 1 1 
Chipping Sparrow 
White-throated 
Sparrow. ..... 1 
Total species. .. 4 
Total pairs .... 4 
Density pairs per 
100 acres — = 84 84 96 


Grand total species 21 24 26 
Grand total pairs. 26 30.5 31.5 
Final density pairs 

per 100 acres... 312 366 378 384 420 
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Frequent visitors: Red-shouldered Hawk, 1P; E. 
Whip-poor-will, 1P; E. Hermit Thrush, 1P; Red- 
eyed Vireo, 1P; Black-throated Green Warbler, 
1P; Blackburnian Warbler, 1P; Oven-bird, 1P; 
Scarlet Tanager, 1P; White-throated Sparrow, 1P. 
Total: 9 species, 9 pairs—WeNpeELL P. Smit, 
Wells River, Vt. 

3. BOG AND OLD FILLED-IN LAKE. Form- 
erly a considerable area of water, now largely peat 
bog, marsh, and some open water. Cattails, marsh 
grasses and sedges, and a few trees of willow, 
silver and red maple, and American elm. An area 
first censused in 1942. Size: Approximately 65 acres, 
of which about one-fourth is water. Location: The 
area, known as Abram’s Lake, is situated just east 
of Berea, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, and not far from 
the Cleveland Airport. Topography: Flat. The site 
of the old lake is a very shallow depression in the 
glacial filling of a preglacial river valley. Coverage: 
May 3—June 21, weekly; a total of 37 hours. 
Census: Green Heron, 1PN; Am. Bittern, 1P; 
Least Bittern, 1P; Wood Duck, 1P; Ring-necked 
Pheasant, 1P; Killdeer, 3P; Spotted Sandpiper, 
4P; Mourning Dove, 1P; Flicker, 1P; Alder Fly- 
catcher, 3P; Prairie Marsh Wren, 8P (1N); Cat- 
bird, 1P; Robin, 1P; Cedar Waxwing, 3P; Yellow 
Warbler, 3P (1N); Yellow-throat, 7P; English 
Sparrow, 3P (3N) (all nests in an old shed) ; Bobo- 
link, 1P; Red-wing, 75P (est.); Cardinal, 3P; In- 
digo Bunting, 1P. Swamp Sparrow, 4P; Song Spar- 
row, 15P. Total: 23 species, 142 pairs. Density: 218 
pairs per 100 acres. Frequent visitors (noted about 
the marsh): Great Blue Heron, Sora (probably 
nests), Belted Kingfisher (no suitable nesting site), 
Bob-white, Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple 
Martin, Chimney Swift, Nighthawk, Starling, Crow. 
Pheasant numerous nearby.—Gerorce Brine, Cleve- 
land Museum of Natural History, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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4. FRESH-WATER POND AREA. An un 
grazed tract containing a shallow pond of 3 acres, 
almost dry in summer. Larger forms of vegetation 
consist mostly of shrubs, with hoary alder forming 
75%; Spiraea, Viburnum and Crataegus are also 
present. American elm is the dominant tree, with 
sickle willow (S. nigra, var. furcata), and trem- 
bling asyen, black cherry and red maple in slightly 
higher and drier portions. A few white pines and 
choke cherries complete the list. Thick undergrowth 
covers the area—blackberry, raspberry, nettle, etc. 
Location: In Newbury, Orange County, Vermont. 
Size: 20 acres. Edge: Bounded by open field, open 
pasture and a railway track; across the latter lies a 
grazed alder thicket. Water: Just beyond the open 
held is the Connecticut River. A brook flows through 
the tract and, in a long narrow depression, forms 
a pond which disappears during the heat of mid- 
summer. Half the area is 5 to 15 feet above the 
pond level. Coverage: May 17, 24; June 8, 28; 
July 30. Total hours, 10. Census, pairs nesting and 
feeding largely within the area (* indicates perma- 
nent resident): Pied-billed Grebe, 1P; Black Duck, 
1Y ; Wood Duck, 1Y ; *Canada Ruffed Grouse, 1Y ; 
Alder Flycatcher, 1P, 2Y; E. Wood Pewee, 1P; 
*Black-capped Chickadee, 1Y ; Catbird, 1Y; Veery, 
4P; Cedar Waxwing, 2Y; Red-eyed Vireo, 1Y; 
Black and White Warbler, 1Y; Chestnut-sided 
Warbler, 1Y; N. Yellow-throat, 4Y ; Am. Redstart, 
4Y; E. Red-wing, 8Y ; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 1P; 
Indigo Bunting, 1P ; Swamp Sparrow, 4Y; E. Song 
Sparrow, 4Y. Total: 20 species, 45 pairs. Density: 
225 pairs per 100 acres. Census, pairs nesting on 
area but securing much food elsewhere: N. Flicker, 
iY; *N. Downy Woodpecker, 1Y; E. Crow, 1Y; 
E. Bluebird, 1Y; E. Goldfinch, 3Y. Total: 5 spe- 
cies, 7 pairs. Density: 35 pairs per 100 acres. Grand 
total: 25 species, 52 pairs. Final density: 260 pairs 
per 100 acres. Frequent visitors: Am. Bittern, 1 
adult; E. Kingbird, 1Y; Red-wing, 2Y; E. 
Purple Finch, 1P.—Wenpett P. Situ, Wells 
River, Vt. 


5. SWAMPY PRAIRIE. A swampy tract thickly 
carpeted with blue grass, uncut and unpastured for 
5 years; first described and censused last year. 
About 30-50 large trees, many of them dead, at- 
tract hole-nesting species; sycamore and American 
elm are the most common, with lesser numbers of 
oaks, black cherry, red elm, cottonwood, osage 
orange, black locust and shagbark hickory. Creek 
banks and sloughs are bordered with willow (Salix 
nigra) and a few seedling elms, which provide nest- 
ing sites for most of the Red-wings, Green Heron, 
some of the Bronzed Grackles, and 1 pair of Cat- 
birds. Smartweed and sour dock are generally dis- 
tributed on all low wet areas. Canada thistle and 
marijuana are crowding out native species on drier 
ground, The area was heavily pastured during the 
winter and early spring of 1941, resulting in a thin- 
ning of blue grass cover. Dense growth of ragweed 
has replaced blue grass over much of the tract. An 
extremely wet summer season has resulted in an 
extension of areas grown to marsh plants, sedges 
and tall prairie grasses. A history of the tract has 
been filed with the editor. Location: 1% miles 
northwest of Berlin, Island Grove Township, San- 
gamon County, Illinois. Size: 64 acres, paced, a 
reduction of 3 acres from 1941, due to moving of 
fence line along south edge of tract. Water: 2 
small water courses, Spring Creek and Prairie 
Creek, join together within the tract; these are 
dammed to form a small pond (about .2 acre). Also 
a willow-bordered, ox-bowed slough. Poor drain- 
age has been largely responsible for the area being 
kept out of agriculture. eather: Spring was early 
and warm. Summer was much cooler than usual, 
with very heavy rainfall during June and July. Se- 
vere windstorms of tornado violence on May 2 and 
3 uprooted a few trees on the study tract. Coverage: 
April 5, 18; May 9, 30; July 2, 11, 28; August 1. 
All visits during early morning; total, 24 hours. 
Census, pairs nesting and feeding within study area: 
Bob-white, 1P, 1Y; Mourning Dove, 3P; Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo, 3P; Downy Woodpecker, 1N; 
Crested Flycatcher, 1Y; Alder Flycatcher, 2P; 
Black-capped Chickadee, 1Y; House Wren. 5P; 
Short-billed Marsh Wren, 2P, 4Y; Catbird, 1P; N. 
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Yellow-throat, 16P; English Sparrow, 2P; Cardinal, Great —- Heron, 1P; Black-crowned Niglit 
1P; Indigo Bunting, SP, 223 Dickcissel, 7P, 4¥; Heron, 1; Spotted Sandpiper, 1P. Total: 3 species, 
Song Sparrow, 8P. Total: 16 species, 68 pairs. 5 adults. Comment: This year’s census revealed a 
Density: 106 pairs per 100 acres. Census, pairs decrease of 15% in the total breeding population. 
nesting within tract but feeding at least in pyre Five species nesting last year did not return; 4 new 
outside it: Green Heron, 1Y; Sparrow Hawk, species were added. Marked increases were shown 
N. Flicker, 3N;_ Red- headed W oodpecker, ex: E. by House Wren, Indigo Bunting and_Dickcissel ; 

Kingbird, 1P; E. Phoebe, 1N; Starling, 6N; F. marked decreases were noted in Green Heron, King. 
Red-wing, 37N; Bronzed Grackle, oP; Goldfinch, bird, ~—_ Sparrow, Red-wing and Bronzed 
5P. Total: 10 species, 70 pairs. Density : 109 pairs Grackl e. xplanation for decreases must be charged 
to pasturing and generally unfavorable weather, ex- 
cept for unaccountable decrease in number of Red- 
= 4 to 37 pairs).—WiuLt1aM Rosertson, Jr., 

Berlin, 


per 100 acres. Grand total: 26 species, 138 pairs. 
Final density: 216 pairs per 100 acres. Regular 
visitors: Barn Swallow, 5P; Crow, 2P; Blue Jay, 
1P. Total: 3 species, 8 pairs. Occasional visitors: 


PART II—DESERTS, PRAIRIES AND FIELDS 


Adults 
Hrs. per 100 Contributor 
Habitat State Acres Obs. Year Acres +A 
6. Sandy Field ..... Wis. 50 $3 1942 40 — Joseph J. Hickey 
7. Colorado Desert of 
California .... Calif. 37 + 1941 189 9 Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Hutchinson 
+ 1942 248 — vidas ‘i ai 


H. L. Cogswell, James Murdock 


8. Foothill Chaparral Calif. 41 44 1942 566 — 
Frances W. Mickey 


9. Original Prairie.. Wyo. 40 165 1938 110 5 


40 1989 85 — 
51 1940 127 5 
80 1941 140 5 i ‘ : 
40 1942 115 5 a = " 
10. Virgin Palouse 
Preiie ....... Wash. 30 14 1942 240 — Leonard Wing 


11. Prairie-Type Field Ohio 15 + 1938 200 — M. B. Walters, A. B. Williams 
40 44 1989 218 — Charles H. Knight 
28.3 15 1941 114 — M. B. Skaggs 
15 1942 48 — “* * 
12. Timothy Field .. Wis. 17 5 1942 141 28 Margaret B. and Joseph J. Hickey 


13.Brushy Field, 
Woodlots and 
I a alae s Slee Mich. 100 175 1938 242 — 
312 1939 292 -— 
256 1940 264 -- 


Lawrence H. Walkinshaw 


66 1941 190 - “ « " 
78 1942 316 -- ne a 
14.Second-Growth 
Elm Woodlot 
and Adjoining 
Waste Field.... Ohio 20 19 1942 760 — H. L. Barry, R. H. Mills 


6. SANDY FIELD. A dry, flat, sandy tract situ- these birds.—Joserpn J. Hickey, Univ. of Wis- 


ated on a terrace once deposited by the Mississippi 
River and now elevated about 40 feet above its 
floodplain ; covered for the most part by sheep sorrel 
(Rumex acetosella) ; vegetation generally sparse 
and less than 1 foot high; no trees, 1 bush; not 
farmed for over 5 years; a few small areas had once 
been graded for an airport. Size: 50 acres; checked 
on AAA map. Location: La Crosse, Wisconsin, on 
Losey Blvd., immediately south of old CCC nur- 
sery; T.15 N., R.7 W., S.9. Edge: None observed 
within tract; black locust plantation 10 feet high 
on one side, macadam road and cropland on second 
side; similar vegetation on remaining sides. Cover- 
age: May 24, 26, 28, 29; June 4, 16; usually in an 
automobile which was driven about the tract and 
which served as a movable bird blind; total hours, 
3. Census: Killdeer, 1P; Prairie Horned Lark, 3P; 
E. Meadowlark, 3P; Grasshopper Sparrow, 3P. 
Total: 4 species, 10 pairs. Density: 20 pairs per 
100 acres. Occasional visitors: Mourning Doves, 
Western Meadowlarks (2P nested on border), En- 
glish Sparrows, Cowbirds. Comment: The Meadow- 
larks’ territories were situated at 3 corners of this 
rectangular tract and suggested that bordering trees 
or fence posts were needed as singing perches by 
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consin, Madison, Wis. 

7. COLORADO DESERT OF CALIFORNIA. 
A tract of 37 acres in the area known as the Tah- 
quitz fan, near Palm Springs, California, described 
in detail last year. To last year’s list of plants 
growing in the area should be added chuparosa 
bush (Beloperone californica), the flowers of 
which were constantly used by the hummingbirds. 
Coverage: Almost daily trips from March 6-April 
12, at various hours of the day, mostly in the 
morning. Weather: Preceding winter and early 
spring very dry. From March 6-April 4, cloudless 
and hot during the day, cool at night. From April 
4-12, often cloudy, with light showers on the 4th 
and 10th. Census: Gambel’s Quail, 1P; Mourn- 
ing Dove, 1P; Costa’s Hummingbird, 14N; Black 
Phoebe, iP; "Arizona Verdin, 1N, 2P; Bewick’s 
Wren, 2P; Cactus Wren, 2N, 2P; Common Rock 
Wren, 2P; Plumbeous Gnatcatcher, 1N, 5P; 
Phainopepla, 1P; Common House Finch, 1N, 1P; 
Green-backed Goldfinch, 1N, 1P; California Tow- 
hee, 1P; Desert Sparrow, 2N, 4P. Total: 14 
species, 46 pairs. Density: 124 pairs per 100 
acres. Other birds seen in the territory, including 
late winter residents, migratory birds and casual 
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Photo by Eliot Porter 


Typical of southwestern deserts is the Phainopepla. Bird popula- 
tions in arid country vary according to the proximity of water. 
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visitors, averaged 20.6 individuals per trip.— 
ArtHur E. and Macpereine C. HvutcHinson, 
Chester Springs, Chester Co., Pa. 


8. FOOTHILL CHAPARRAL. Fairly dense 
brush growth entirely burned off in 1935, but now 
regrown to an average height of 4% feet (3 feet 
on open slopes to 6+ feet in sheltered canyons). 
Branches mostly not yet interweaving; all ridges 
kept somewhat open by deer, hikers, etc. Scrub 
oak (Quercus dumosa), chamise (Adenostoma fas- 
ciculatum), and white sage (Salvia apiana) pre- 
dominate, with frequent taller clumps of laurel 
sumac (Rhus laurina). Other plants include black 
sage (S. mellifera), wild buckwheat (Erioggnum 
fasciculatum var?), coastal sagebrush (Artemisia 
californica), yucca (Yucca whipplei), sugar-bush 
(Rhus ovata), poison oak (Rhus diersiloba), cof- 
feeberry (Rhamnus californica and R. crocea var. 
tlicifolia), and holly-leaved cherry (Prunus ilict- 
folia). Only a few dead (burned) stubs remaining 
from former near climax growth. Size: About 41 
acres. Location: Southwest slope of Gould Mesa, 
2 miles north of Flintridge Riding Academy and 
Oak Grove Park, Pasadena, California, at base of 
San Gabriel Mountains. Topography: Mostly 
35°-40°-slope mountainsides with usual small can- 
yons of foothills; flatter areas (20%) at north- 
east corner (summit of old river terrace remnant) 
and southwest corner (alluvial slopes). Altitude 
1270 to 1530 feet. Water: None within tract. 
Small, vertical-walled, open- top reservoir just out- 
side boundary. Nearest natural water at Devil’s 
Gate Dam (1 mile) and in Arroyo Seco (% mile) 
until early summer. Edge: None within tract ex- 
cept for 5-foot bridle trails in lower section. At 
northwest corner, 150 yards adjoin a field now 
grown to tall weeds; this possibly attracted 2 extra 
pairs of Brown Towhees. Rest of tract surrounded 
by chaparral, but a vineyard just beyond south- 
west boundary accounted for Texas Nighthawks, 
and attracted the Song Sparrows and probably 
several pairs of Brown Tewhees. Surveys: Occa- 
sional visits at all seasons since 1933. Mapping 
completed February 1, 1942 (with help of J. 
Keely, J. Johnston and A. Berry). Coverage: 
Complete on March 1, 29; April 5, 12; May 3, 
31; and June 7; plus many short trips over 
various sections of the tract. Hours varied from 
4.30 a.M. to 9 p.m. and totaled 44 man-hours. 
Weather: Rainfall previous season over twice nor- 
mal, but only ha/f normal in 1941-42. Extreme 
dry conditions were postponed by a few rains 
(2% inches) in April, but were noticeable in 
early July, when the area was closed to all visi- 
tors on account of fire hazard. Temperatures nor- 
mal. Census: Costa’s Hummingbird, oc Anna’s 
Hummingbird, 1P, 2M; California Jay, 1P; Coast 
Bush-Tit, 5P (3N, 2Y); Pallid Wren- pa’ 42P; 
San Diego W ren, 5P (3P, 2M); California 
Thrasher, a *: San Diego Towhee, 17P (1N, 
14P, 2M); Calif. Brown Towhee, 22P; Rufous- 
crowned (Ashy) Sparrow, 5P (2P, 3M); Bell’s 
Sparrow, 6P (1N, 2Y, 3P); Calif. Black- chinned 
Sparrow, 1Y; San Diego Song Sparrow, 1P, 
2UM. Total: 13 species, 115 pairs plus 2 unmated 
males. Density: 283 pairs per 100 acres. Feeding 
regularly within tract, but nesting outside it: 
Valley Quail, 3P; Road-runner, 2; Dusky Poor- 
will, 2; Texas Nighthawk, 1P; California Jay, 1P; 
Ash- throated Flycatcher, 2P; W. Gnatcatcher, 
1P; San Diego Wren, 1P, 1M; House Finch, 20 
(est.); Green-backed Goldfinch, 4Y (some may 
have nested in June); Calif. Black-chinned Spar- 
row, 1M. Occasional visitors: Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, 1; Cooper’s Hawk, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 1: 
Golden Eagle, 1P; Mourning Dove, 2; Cliff Swal- 
low, 50 (from colony at Devil’s Gate); Phaino- 
pepla, 2; Lawrence’s Goldfinch, 2. Average num- 
ber of birds per trip, not nesting within area, 
approximately 40 adults. Final density: 663 adults 
per 100 acres. Comment: The proximity of other 
types of vegetation is undoubtedly reflected in the 
high density reported for the study area. The most 
interesting feature of the above report was the 
amazing number of Wren-Tits; we checked the 
number of singing pairs (female answering male) 
several times, and the number reported is con- 
servative. The number of pairs (22) reported for 
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the Brown Towhee may be a little high, as these 
birds were mostly silent during the period of ob- 
servation, The observers’ time was _ increasingly 
limited toward the end of the period, which un- 
doubtedly affected the report’s accuracy. Due to 
considerable military activity nearby, this par- 
ticular area will probably not be censused again 
until “after the duration.”—James Murpock and 
Howarp L. Cocswett, 3807 Sierra Grande St., 
Pasadena, Calif. 


9. ORIGINAL PRAIRIE. A grassland asso- 
ciation covering 100% of the tract; typical plains 
of southeastern Wyoming previously described; 
an area of 40 acres located near Laramie, Wyo- 
ming, and censused since 1938. Coverage: Visits 
throughout May, June and July. Hours varied 
from 5.30 A.M. to 6.30 P.M., and totaled 40. 
Weather: Preceding winter normal; spring cold 
with late, heavy snows; grodeneten below normal 
during later part of June and July. Census, pairs 
nesting and feeding inside tract: 


"38 °39 «6°40 *41 °42 


Ww. a 


er 1 ~ - 1 - 
Dents Horned 
ee eer 4 4 7 8 6P,2Y 
Ww. nol RE 1 1 1 1P 
W. Vesper 
Sparrow ... 2 5 2 3 32? 
McCown’s 
Longspur .. 14 8 18.5 15 4P, 2P (2N), 
5N,1Y 
Total species > 4 5 4 
Total pairs . 22 17 25.5 28 23 
Density pairs 
per 100 
pees... 35 43.5 G38. 70. 87.5 


Census, pairs nesting inside but feeding outside 
tract: 


738 39 «°40)=— 41S *42 


Nighthawk 1 - 1 1 1P 
Density pairs per 
DPE. s00:00:6.< 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 


Frequent visitors: Swainson’s Hawk, 1P; Brewer’s 
Blackbird, flock; Mountain Bluebird, flock ; Cli 
Swallow, flock—Frances W. Mickey, 1516 Rain- 
bow Ave., Laramie, Wyo. 


10. VIRGIN PALOUSE PRAIRIE. Rolling 
prairie with a relief of about 200 feet surrounded 
by wheat fields on three sides and a timber-culture- 
that-failed on the fourth. Plant zones: South- 
facing slope represents Agropyron-Poa, north-facing 
slope Festuca-Agropyron vegetation zone. Moist 
spots of north slope dominated by Rosa and Sym- 
phorocarpus mixed with some Prunus. Birds 
tended to use the brush—in fact, no birds at all 
were found in the Agropyron-Poa zone. The area 
has never been plowed because it lies on the far 
side of the owner’s ranch, where the slope gives no 
room for turning heavy machinery. Size: Approxi- 
mately 30 acres. Location: Twelve miles south-by- 
west of Pullman, Washington, in the Columbia 
Plateau. Sections 24 and 25 T N., R 44 E. W. 
M. On the divide between Union Flat and Yaka- 
wawa Canyon at the breaks of the Snake River. 
Climate: Area of winter rains and summer dry 
season. Average annual rainfall about 20 inches; 
more than 70% falling in the winter six months. 
Average temperature of May, June, and July is 
53°, 60°, 68.1°F. respectively. Southwest winds 
prevail in spring and summer. This spring was a 
wet one. Edge: Wheat fields on three sides give 
3300 feet of fencerow containing some brush. The 
fence between plot and timber culture is 1000 
feet, mostly open fencerow that has little brush. 
Coverage: May 20; June 4; July 1 and 18; total 
hours, 14. Census: Short-eared Owl, 1N; Traill’s 
Flycatcher, 5P; Yellow Warbler, 2P; Macegilliv- 
ray’s Warbler, 1P; Lazuli Bunting, 7P; Goldfinch, 
1P; Savannah Sparrow, 2P; Brewer’s Sparrow, 
11P, 2N, 1Y; Song Sparrow, 3P. Total: 9 spe- 
cies, 36 pairs. Density: 1.2 pairs per acre, or 120 
pairs per 100 acres. Feeding partly in area, but 
nesting in timber culture: Marsh Hawk, 1P; 
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Swainson’s Hawk, 1P. Frequent visitors: Western 
Meadowlark, Bullock’s Oriole and Kingbird. Com- 
ment: Six Savannah Sparrows appeared to occupy 
territories on May 20, but were not observed 
again.—Lronarp W1NG, State College of Washing- 
ton, Pullman, Wash. 

11. PRAIRIE-TYPE FIELD. Same area as 
described and censused last year. Size: Approxi- 
mately 28.3 acres. Location: Shaker Hee 
Cuyahoga County, Ohio. Water: None. Edge: 
Similar to the area under study. Coverage: April 
25; May 2, 17; June 6, 12. All visits except that 
of April 25 were in the early morning. Total, about 
15 hours. Census: Upland Plover, 2P; Bobolink, 
4P; Meadowlark, 3P; Savannah Sparrow, 1P; 
Grasshopper Sparrow, 3P; Henslow’s Sparrow, iP: 
Vesper Sparrow, 1P; Field Sparrow, 3P; ‘Song 
Sparrow, 3P. Total: 9 species, 21 pairs. Density : 
74 pairs per 100 acres (57 pairs per 100 acres in 
1941, 80 puss per 100 acres in 1939). Frequent 
visitors: Sparrow Hawk, Pheasant, Killdeer, Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, Flicker, Barn Swallow, 
Starling, and Red-wing. Comment: Although sev- 
eral Henslow’s Sparrows were seen on the May 2 
visit, only 1 pair remained to nest. The field was 
not burned over last winter, but apparently not 
enough dead grass was available to attract Hens- 
low’s Sparrows which were numerous in 1939 on 
this area—M. B. Sxacecs, The Kirtland Bird Club, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

12. TIMOTHY FIELD. A fertile, well-watered, 
bottomland field of timothy hay interspersed with 
about 50 clumps of dock (Rumex crispus). Size: 
‘7 acres, according to tenant farmer. Location : 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, adjacent to County Trunk 
B and the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Rail- 
road; T. 16 N., R. 7 W., S. 21, SE 4 of NW %. 
Edge: None within tract. The area is a triangle 
bounded by weeds along the railroad on 1 side, 
corn on the second side, a highway on the third. 
High tension wires across the area provided sing- 
ing perches for the Red-wings. Water: Standing 
water in a diverted creek bottom extended for a 
few yards on one side. Weather: Heavy rains in 
May and June caused the severest local floods since 
1922; mowing had to be stopped for 3 weeks, and 
most of the birds were thus enabled to raise young. 
Coverage: Principally on May 26, 27; June 22; 
total man-hours, 5. Also weekly visits throughout 
July. Census, pairs nesting on tract and feeding 
largely within it: N. Yellow-throat, 1P; Bobolink, 
2P; E. Meadowlark, 2P; Red-wing, 5c’, 99 
(6N). Total: 4 species, 24 individuals. Density: 
141 adults per 100 acres. Census, pairs nesting in 
area, but feeding largely outside it (in wet pasture 
across road): Am. Bittern, 1N; King Rail, 1P. 
Grand total: 6 species, 28 individuals. Final den- 
sity: 165 individuals per 100 acres. Comment: 
The Bobolinks here are monogamous. All but one 
of the Red-wing females used dock as nest sub- 
stratum; the sixth used timothy.—Marcaret B. 
and Josern J. Hickey, 312 Norris Court, Madison, 


Vis. 


13. BRUSHY FIELD, WOODLOTS AND 
POND. The same farm described in detail in 1940, 
containing 83 acres of fields, 12 acres of woodland 
and 5 acres of pond, located in Pennfield Town- 
ship, Calhoun County, Michigan, and censused 
since 1938. Coverage: March, 2 hours; April, 4.5 
hours; May, 7.5 hours; June, 21 hours; July, 40 
hours; August (to date), 3 hours. Total, 78 hours. 
Weather: A very early warm spring in April with 
very little rain, thereafter a great deal of rain and 
a moderately cool summer. The pond, which was 
dry in 1941, was filled with water during the entire 


summer. Census: 
38°39 °40 °41+«°42 

E. Bob-white ... 4 4 6 2 3PY 
Ring-necked 

Pheasant ‘ 1 1 1 1P 
Virginia Rail 2P 
Fe ; 2P 
Woodcock . 1 1 1 = 
Mourning Dove 2 2P 
Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo .... 1P 


99 
= 
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Black-billed 

Cuckoo ... .. 2 2 3 2 1P 
Screech Owl _— 
Ruby-throated 


_<¢ 


_ 
_ 
| 


Hummingbird. 2 2 1 1 
E. Red-headed 
Woodpecker .. 2 1 1 2 1P 
N. Flicker ia 1 1 1 P 
Holey Woodpec ker -- - 1P 
owny 
Woodpecker ma 1 2P 
E. Kingbird ... 2 2 1 2 
N. Crested 
Flycatcher ... 3 3 2 3 1P 
Alder Flycatcher 1 1 
E. Wood Pewee 3 3 2 2 2P 
Prairie Horned | 
"Pes 1 1 1 1 1P 
Ohio House Wren 1 1P 
Short-billed 
Marsh Wren .. 1 
Prairie Marsh 
Wren . - a aoe 
Catbird . 4 4 4 1 rig 2N 
Secoen T hrasher f. 2 3 2 3 4P,1N 
E. Robin .. ae 3 3 3 2 3P, 2N 
E. Bluebird ... 2 2 2 2 2P, 1N 
Cedar Waxwing. 2 2 2 - 3P,1N 


Starling ..... - 2 


E. Warbling Vireo 3 3 2 1 1P 
E. Yellow Warbler 1 1 1 1 1P 
N. Yellow-throat 2 2 2 1 3PY 
— Sparrow. - 2 — 4P 
©. Meadowlark . 4 4 + 4 4PY 
Red: wing sabe 4P 
Orchard Oriole 1 1 1 1 2P,1N 
Baltimore Oriole 1 2 1 - 1P 
E. Cowbird 4 4 6 8 5SP 
E. Cardinal 2 2 1 1 1P 
Indigo Bunting. 2 3 3 4 3P, 1Y 
E. Goldfinch 4 5 x 8 8P,3N 
Red-eyed Towhee 9 7 8 4 4P,1Y 
E. Grasshopper 
ee 2 2 1 ot 
2. Vesper Sparrow 14 16 12 10 = 10P,3N 
>. Chipping 
"ie barrow 1 2 1 
E. Field Sparrow 22 37 31 22 34P 


White-throated 


Sparrow . 1? 
Miss. Song 
Sparrow — 15 10 4 10P, 2NY 
Total species .. 34 35 36 27 40 
Total pairs ... 121 146 132 95 158 


Density pairs 


per 100 acres 121 146 132 95 158 


Frequent visitors: Green Heron, 4; Am. Bittern, 

Black Duck, 4; Marsh Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 
1; Upland Plover, 2; Black Tern, 8 (over) ; 
Nighthawk, 2 (over) ; Chimney Swift, severa! 
(over); Tree, Rough- winged and Barn Swallows, 
varying numbers (over); Blue Jay, about 10 (al- 
ways foraging through the trees and low shrub- 
bery, and omitted from previous reports; they evi- 
dently are the greatest enemy of the area’s sma!l 
nesting birds); Crow, several (over); Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak, 1M (occasionally). A flock of 
Slate-colored Juncos and another of Tree Spar- 
rows wintered on the area, and numerous species 
were observed migrating over it. Comment: For 
the first time in many years this area was not 
burned, thus allowing a great deal of dead grass 
and leaves to remain, which aided considerably in 
producing early nest sites —Lawrence H. WaLkIN- 
SHAW, 1416 West Michigan Ave., Battle Creek, 
Mich. 


14. SECOND-GROWTH ELM WOODLOT 
AND ADJOINING WASTE FIELD. A second- 
growth woodlot (11.5 acres) and an adjoining 8.5- 
acre waste field, largely in grass, field weeds, briar 
bushes, Crataegus and elm reproduction. Mature 
trees are largely of American elm with a few ma- 
ture white ash, red oak, and American beech. 
Many woody shrubs and vines, including black- 
berry, raspberry, wild rose, wild grape, and Smi- 
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lax are abundant in the waste area, while poison 
ivy is the most common of the minor woody 
plants in the woodlot. The area has not been 


grazed for at least 25 years. Size: 20 acres. 


The 


tract was divided into 100-yard quadrats for study 
purposes. Location: In Clinton Township, Frank- 
lin County, at the southwest corner of the Ohio 


State University Farms, 3.4 miles northwest 


of 


Columbus, Ohio. Water: One semipermanent 
stream flows through the area. However, except 
for several small pools, this stream is dry between 
tains throughout the summer. Elevation range of 
the area is about 30 feet. Edge: The study area 
is bounded on the north, south, and west by culti- 
vated fields in crop rotation and on the east by a 
waste area. The border of the tract is 1530 yards 
in length. Coverage: Two observers spent a total 
of 49 man-hours on the area during May, June, 
July and early August, making 20 separate trips. 
These counts were taken mostly in the early 
morning, although a few were taken throughout 


the day and late evening. Weather: Fully 


de- 


scribed in Census No. 18, Previously Grazed 
Beech-Maple Woodlot. Census: Cooper’s Hawk, 


1N; E. Bob-white, 1Y; re} necked Pheasant, 


1Y, 1P; Am. Woodcock, 1Y ; Mourning Deve: 


2N; Ruby-throated Henn tnabied, 


icker 


iN: N. Downy Woodpecker, 1P; N._ Crested 
Flycatcher, 1P; Alder Flycatcher, 3P; E. Wood 
Pewee, 1P; E. Crow, 2N; Tufted Titmouse, 1P; 
Catbird, 1P (2N), 1Y; Brown Thrasher, 1Y; Star- 
ling, 1N; Red-eyed Vireo. 4P; N. Yellow-throat, 
2Y, 1P; Yellow-breasted Chat, 1P; E. Red-wing, 


1N; E. Cowbird, 2P (3Y); E. Cardinal, 2P 
(4N), 1N; Indigo Bunting, 1N, 1Y, 3P; E. Gold- 
finch, 4N, 3P; Red-eyed Towhee, 3N, 2P; E. Field 
Sparrow, "4N, 1P (1N, 1Y), 3P; Miss. Song Spar- 
row, 2N, 2Y, 11P. Total: 27 species, 76 pairs 
(30 nests and 14 young located). Density: 380 
pairs per 100 acres. Additional species nesting 
within a mile of the area but not known to nest 
on the study tract: E. Sparrow Hawk, Killdeer, 
Upland Plover, Spotted Sandpiper, Barn Owl, E. 
Screech Owl, N. Barred Owl, E. Nighthawk, 
Chimney Swift, Red-headed "Woodpecker, E. 
Phoebe, Prairie Horned Lark, Barn Swallow, 
Purple Martin, N. Blue Jay, N. White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Ohio House Wren, Carolina Wren, E 
Robin, Wood Thrush, E. Bluebird, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, E. Warbling Vireo, E. Yellow Warb- 
ler, English Sparrow, Bobolink, E. Meadowlark, 
Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, E. Grasshop- 
per Sparrow, W. Henslow’s Sparrow, E. Vesper 
Sparrow, and E. Chipping Sparrow. Comment: 
Resident species make up 55.2% of the popula- 
tion. Although Cowbird young were 3 times ob- 
served being fed by different foster parents, field 
observations indicate that only 2 pairs of Cowbirds 
were present. At least 2 species—Indigo Bunting 
and Song Sparrow—invaded the woodlot after the 
elm were defoliated, as in 1941, by insect larvae. 
One Whip-poor- will, probably an early migrant, 
was observed in the area on August 6.—Harry L. 
Barry and Rosert H. Mirus, Ohio Wildlife Re- 
oe Station, Ohio State University, Columbus, 
10. 


PART ITI—MAPLE-BEECH WOODLANDS IN OHIO 


Adults 
Hrs. per 100 
Habitat Acres Obs. Year Acres +A Contributor 
15.Dense Lowland Beech- 
Maple Forest ......... 55.3 60 1940 445 — E.O. Mellinger 
56 1941 405 —_—oe 
60 1942 430 i . 
16. Wet Beech-Maple Woods. 30 30 1940 ~=607 20 Margarette E. Morse 
31 1941 700 -- and Vera Carrothers 
50 1942 594 — ‘ ™" = 
17.Climax Beech and Sugar 
Magee Forest .......6.0 20 30 1939 560 -- Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Clisby 
35 1940 770 — i ‘imme 
48 1941 860 _ ares a 
47 1942 900 - 
a. Beech-maple ..... << 1939 486 — 
1940 = 657 ee 
1941 671 = Tey ae o ; 
1942 686 - j 
b. Swampy field ...... 6 1939 700 - 
1940 1033 - 
1941 1300 ~- : 
1942 1400 -- ais 48 
18. Previously Grazed Beech- 
Maple Woodlot ....... 268 + 1938 560 164 Blyth, Flower, Katz, Lebrecht 
103 1939 598 190 Blyth, Jenkins, Katz 
69 1940 612 134. D.D. Blythe, R. H. Mills 
40 = 1941 590 156 H.L. Barry, R.H. Mills 
130 1942 ~=604 150 “ “ pine 
19. Grazed and Protected 
Sugar Maple Woods 
eo eee 7.9 4 1938 253 139 C harles A. Dambach 
5 1939 127 127 ie 
10 1940 152 152 or 
28 1941 253 177 a , 
83 1942 430 102 7 , 


BREEDING-BIRD CENSUS 


Adults 


Hrs. per 100 
Habitat Acres Obs. Year Acres +A Contributor 
EE eb cacvewsdeds 12.6 6 1938 95 — Charles A. Dambach 
7 1939 63 16 ” - ” 
18 1940 47 - = - 
25 1941 79 $2 x “4 2 
83 1942 110 16 = 7 _ 


15. DENSE LOWLAND BEECH-MAPLE per trip; total, 47 hours. Census, beech-maple 
FOREST. An area of 55.3 acres, located 6 miles woods: Red-shouldered Hawk, 1P (IN, 3Y); 


south of Youngstown, Ohio; fully described in Flicker, 2P (1N, 2Y); Red- bellied Woodpecker, 
1940 and censused since that date. The tract com- 2P (2N); Red- headed Woodpecker, 1P; Downy 
»rises the south-central portion of the Boardman WwW oodpecker, 2P; Crested Flycatcher, 2P; <Aca- 
Noods. Coverage: Weekly visits in April and dian Flycatcher, 2P; Wood Pewee, 3P; bye ay, 
May, and 22 counts made between May 31 and 1P; Crow, 1P ay); Tufted Titmouse, 3P (1N); 
July 19, which totaled over 60 man-hours. P. A. White- ds Nuthatch, 2P (2Y); W ood Thrush, 
Stewart aided in 3 census visits. Census: Wood 2P (1N); Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 1P; Starling, 
Duck, 1N; Saw-whet Owl, 1N; Ruby-throated 3P (3N); Yellow-throated Vireo, 2P; Red-eyed 
Hummingbird 2P; N. Pileated W oodpecker, 1N ; Vireo, 2P (1N); Cerulean Warbler, 2P; Oven- 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, IP; E. Hairy Wood: bird, 2P; Louisiana Water-Thrush, 1P; Redstart, 
pecker, 2P; N. Downy Woodpecker, SP; FX. 1P; Scarlet Tanager, 2P; Cardinal, 4P (2N); 
goes Flycatcher, 4P; Acadian Flycatcher, 3N, Indigo Bunting, 1P; Red-eyed Towhee, 3P. Total: 
4P; E. Wood Pewee, 8P; N. Blue Jay, 2P; Black- 25 species, 48 pairs. Density: 343 pairs per 100 
poo Chickadee, 1N; Tufted Titmouse, 2Y, 4P; acres. Census, open field and swampy area: Bob- 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 2P; Wood Thrush, 3N, white, 1P; weir | Dove, 2P (2Y); Yellow- 
4P; Yellow-throated Vireo, 2P; Red-eyed Vireo, billed Cuckoo, 1P (1N); Ruby- throated Humming- 
2N, 10P; Blue-winged Warbler, 2Y, 2P; Ceru- bird, 1P; Kingbird, 1P; Catbird, 2P; Brown 
lean Warbler, 1Y, 8P; Oven-bird, 4N, 15P; Red- Thrasher, 1P; Robin, 2P UN, 1Y); Bluebird, 2P 
start, 4N, 8P; Scarlet Tanager, 2N, 4P; Cardinal, (IN, 2Y); Starling, IP; Blue- winged Warbler, 
N, 3P; Red-eyed Towhee, 3P. Total: 24 species, 2P; Yellow Warbler, 2P; N. Yellow-throat, 3I’ 
119 pairs. Density: 215 pairs per 100 acres. Fre- (1N); Yellow-breasted Chat, 2P (2N, 2Y); Red- 
quent visitors: Red-shouldered Hawk, Barred Owl, wing, 2P; Cowbird, present; Cardinal, a; indigo 
Great Horned Owl, Crow, Goldfinch, and Belted Bunting, iP; Goldfinch, 2P; Red-eyed Towhee, 1P; 
Kingfisher. The Robin, Yellow-throat, and Wood- Grasshopper Sparrow, 1P; Vesper Sparrow, 2P 
cock were each noted only once. Cowbirds were (3Y); Chipping Sparrow, 1P (1N); Field Spar- 
present and their eggs found. Comment: For some row, 4P (3N, 3Y); Song Sparrow, 4P (2N, 2Y). 
years the only man-made inroad has been a single Total: 25 species, 42 pairs. Density: 700 pairs per 
footpath; this year another path was added. 100 acres.—Bette LL. Curssy, Cleveland Museum 
Otherwise the area has remained unchanged since of Natural History, Cleveland, Ohio. 
1941. The study tract itself is quite uniform 18. PREVIOUSLY GRAZED BEECH-MAPLE 
throughout, but the several hundred acres of sur- WwOODLOT. An area of 26.8 acres (corrected 
rounding forest contain openings and young sec- from 27 acres reported in previous years) fully de- 
ond growth, and a bird population that is subse- scribed in the 1939 and 1941 censuses, and located 
quently more varied. Influx of edge birds to the on the Ohio State University Farms in Clinton 
area is not great, but may represent a_ slight Township, Franklin County, 4.6 miles northwest 
change from year to year. The Saw-whet Owl, of Columbus, Ohio, Censused since 1938. Removal 
which raised young to maturity within the area, of the mature beech mentioned in last year’s 
is apparently our only local breeding record. census was discontinued; 191 trees remain. Cover- 
E. O. Meviincer, North Lima, Ohio. age: 2 observers spent a total of 96 man-hours 
16. WET BEECH-MAPLE WOODS. An area on the area during May, June, July, and early 
of about 30 acres censused since 1940, located 11 August, making 28 separate trips, not including 


preliminary weekly counts made during the winter. 
In addition, John M. Barsodi contributed data 
collected in 34 man-hours of field work on 14 trips 


miles east of downtown Cleveland, Ohio, and de- 
scribed in 1940. The standing water in creeks 
and pockets lasted through the whole season. 


Weather: Temperature and rainfall both above to the area during late June, July, and early 
normal. Coverage (not complete each time): August. Grand total: 130 man-hours in 42 trips. 
March 28, 29: April 3, 11, 18, 25; May 2, 10, 16, An additional 50 man-hours were spent on the 
7, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31: June 2, 8, 10, 14, 16, area by 1 observer engaged in an ecological study. 
33 28. Total, 50 hours. Census: Red-shouldered Weather: An unusually early spring; foliage well 
Hawk, 1NY: Barred Owl, 1Y: Hairy Wood- developed by mid-April. Complete egg sets found 
pecker, 2P; Downy Woodpecker, 2Y, 1INY; about 2 weeks early. April was especially warm 
Crested Flycatcher, 1P; Phoebe, 1N; Acadian and temperatures were generally high throughout 
Flycatcher, 3P, 1N; Wood Pewee. 1P; Blue Jay, the season. Rainfall was below normal during all 
1P; Black-capped Chickadee, 4P; Tufted Tit: months except May, which approached average. 
mouse, 2P, 1Y; White-breasted Nuthatch, 2P; Additional exact data from the Columbus Weather 
Wood Thrush, 4P, 3N, INY; Veery, 2P, INY: Bureau filed with the Editor. Census, pairs nest- 
Yellow-throated Vireo, 1P; Red-eyed Vireo, 8P, ing and residing entirely within the area (* — 
1N; Cerulean Warbler, 3P, 1Y; Oven-bird, 11P, resident species, | — uncertainty as to exact num- 
1Y, 2NY; Hooded Warbler, 4P, INY; Redstart, ber): 

11P, 1NY; Cowbird, present; Scarlet Tanager, 38°30 40 741 42 


2P; Cardinal, 2P; Towhee, 5P. Total: 24 species, 
89 pairs. Density: 297 pairs per 100 acres. 
Vera CarRoTHEeRS and Marcarette E. Morse, 


Am. Woodcock .. 1 1 11N 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2 1 2 1 2N 


Kirtland Bird Club, Cleveland, Ohio. Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird ... 1 1 1 11P 

17. CLIMAX BEECH AND SUGAR MAPLE / 3. ee os 1 22N 
FOREST. An area of 14 acres located about 2% *N. Downy Wood- 
miles north of Wellington in Lorain County, Ohio, pecker ....... 2 1 1 11P 
and an additional 4.5-acre field and 1.5-acre swamp N. Crested Fly- 
adjoining ; fully described in 1939 and censused I oa a paid 2 1 2 2 2P 
since that date. Coverage: March 21; April 1, 6. Alder Flycatcher .. 1 - 1 11N 
14, 24; we! 2, 14, 17, 24, 28; June 4, 5, 11, 21; E. Wood Pewee.... 1 1 1 1 
July 1, 8, 15, 22; August 9. Average, 2% hours *Tufted Titmouse 2 2@ & 2h ee 
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38 °39 °40 °41 °42 
*White-breasted Nut- 
hatch os naar 1 1 1 1— 
Cathind .cccee Sra 3 1 2 1P(2N),1N 
trown Thrasher ... 1 2 1 11N 
E. Robin as i— 2— 
E. Bluebird i— - 
Blue-gray Gnat- 
ee” PCr ree 1 2 - P 
Red-eyed Vireo .... 64 6 6 9 1P,2N,1Y 
N. Yellow-throat 2 2 4 4 2P 
Yellow-breasted Chat 2 2 2 2 1P,1N 
*E, Cardinal i 5 2 3 4P(8N) 
Indigo Junting 6t 5 10 8 2P(4N),4P 
*E. Goldfinch wee & 2 8 2S 
*Red-eyed Towhee 6 7 10 7 3P(6N),1N, 
PE 
KE. Field Sparrow... 22 22 22 20 4P(8N), 
10N, 7P 
Miss. Song Sparrow 6f 9 5 5 1P(3N), 
3P(6N), 
5N, 3Y, 1P 
Total species .. 22 23 21 22 20 
,. 8! "=e 75 80 82 79 81 


Density pairs per 
100 acres ---280 299 306 295 36 


? 


Census, pairs nesting within the area, but feeding 
more or less outside it: 


*38 *39 40 °41 742 
*Cooper’s Hawk 1 i— 
*E. Red-tailed 
Hawk - 1 ~- - 
*E. Bob-white . 2 44+3UM 3 1 1P 
* Ring-necked 
Pheasant .... 1 1 S$ 2 2 
*E. Mourning 
OE anesces 1 1 1 i = 
*E. Screech Owl 1Y 
*N. Barred Owl 1 1 1 - 
~ i? Oe 2 1 l 2- 
"Starling ..... 12t 10 4 12 12N 
E. Cowbird 2 5 6 2 3P 
(7N,2Y) 
~ Total species. 8 8 a ae 
Total pairs .. 22 244+3UM 18 21 20 


Density pairs 
per 100 acres 82 90+3UM 67 78 75 


Grand total 


species .... 30 31+3UM 28 29 25 
Grand total 

pairs ..» 97 1044+3UM 100 100 101 
Final density 

pairs per 

100 acres 362 388+3UM 373 373 377 


Resident species, 52 pairs, 51.5% of total popula- 
tion. Additional species nesting within a mile of 
the area, but not known to nest on the woodlot: 
E. Sparrow Hawk, Killdeer, Upland Plover, Barn 
Owl, E. Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, E. Hairy Woodpecker, E. Kingbird, 
E. Phoebe, Prairie Horned Lark, Barn Swallow, 
Purple Martin, N. Blue Jay, Carolina Chickadee, 
Ohio House Wren, Carolina Wren, E. Mocking- 
bird, Wood Thrush, E. Warbling Vireo, E. Yellow 
Ww arbler, English Sparrow, Bobolink, E. Meadow- 
lark, E. Red-wing, Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed 
Grackle, Grasshopper Sparrow, W. Henslow’s 
Sparrow, E. Vesper Sparrow, E. Chipping Spar- 
row. Comment: 89 nests were found and young 
from 10 others were observed. Six species nesting 
on the area last year were absent in 1942, while 1 
species absent last year reappeared. The Screech 
Owl was a new species to the area this year. In 
comparing 1941 and 1942, 9 species decreased this 
year, 10 species increased, and 12 species remained 
the same Apparently the number of pairs of 
Starlings ‘reported for 1940 is too low. After par- 
tial removal of the mature beech during the winter 
of 1940-41, certain parts of the area are reverting 
to a brushy habitat — in an increase in 
Song Sparrows (160%) and a decrease in forest- 
nesting types such as W ood Pewee and Red- eyed 
Vireo. Although Cowbird eggs were found in 7 
nests and additional young were twice seen being 
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fed by foster parents, field observations indicate 
that not more than 3 pairs of Cowbirds were 
present. The 1938 census was prepared in 1942, 
by R. H. Mills, from data included in (1) a breed- 
ing-bird report for the ornithology class at Ohio 
State University prepared by Blyth, Flower, Katz 
and Lebrecht, and (2) personal hiking records of 
data collected at the woodlot during that period.— 
Harry L. Barry and Rosert H. Mitts, Ohio Wild- 
life Research Station, Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


19. GRAZED AND PROTECTED SUGAR 
MAPLE WOODS. An area of grazed woods 
(12.65 acres) and an adjacent protected tract (7.9 
acres), located in Burton Township, Geauga Coun- 
ty, Ohio, fully described in 1939, and censused 
since 1938. In the protected woods, notable 
changes in the development of young trees an 
herbaceous plants have taken place during the past 
12 months. The number of seedling trees has de- 
creased due to competition with dominant individ- 
uals, resulting in a thinner but still dense stand 
of new woody growth. Herbaceous plants are 
much more dense and vigorous than in previous 
years. This may be due, at least in part, to the 
abundant rainfall this spring and early summer. 
Three large sugar maple trees were blown down 
during a late summer windstorm in 1941. As a 
result, several new openings have been created in 
which woody and herbaceous plants are making a 
vigorous growth. Several maples were also blown 
down in the grazed woods and 3 large white ash 
trees were cut for logs. Reproduction in this tract 
was again sparse and represented only by stunted 
seedlings 4 to 6 inches high. Management: The 2 
woods were treated essentially the same as in the 
past, except that temporary protection from graz- 
ing was given to the grazed woods for a few weeks 
prior to the census. Coverage: 2 observers, Ed- 
ward S. Thomas and Charles A. Dambach, spent 
3 early-morning periods (5 a.m. to 8 A.M.) and 3 
daytime periods (8.30 a.m. to 9 P.M.) in the 2 tracts 
on May 30, 31 and June 1. In addition, 1 observer 
visited both woods during late March and again 
on July 13. A total of 15 man-hours of intensive 
census work and 68 additional hours of general 
observation were spent in the 2 tracts. Weather: 
Unusually frequent rains preceded the census. 
During the period of observation, however, the 
weather was fair except for a severe electrical 
rainstorm accompanied by strong winds on the 
afternoon of May 31. 


Census, protected woods, pairs nesting and feeding 
within tract: 


"38 «6°39:«=Cf °40)—t—=«é‘'@4+21 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo .. 1 — — 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird ...... - - 
Downy Woodpecker i - - 1 
Crested Flycatcher .... 1 -- 
PD. dy coved aes - - == 
Wood Pewee ...... ‘ 1 1 1 1 
Tufted Titmouse . 1 - - 1 
Black-capped Chick: adee 1 - - 
0 EE eee _ — 1 
Yellow-throated Vireo - 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Cerulean Warbler 
Oven-bird 
Am. Redstart toed _-- 
eae — 
Red-eyed Towhee ..... — 
Total species ....... 8 
Total pairs .. ; 10 
Density pairs ed 
100 acres 


™~ 
moo 


—NR—be 
NS 
—— hb 


SD 
> 
es) 


127 63 76 127 215 


Census, protected woods, pairs nesting in area but 
feeding outside it: 


> - a ae 


E. Bob-white ..  ..... a _ 
Se eer . _-_ — 1 -= 
Indigo Bunting ..... 2 — 2 2 1 
E. Vesper Sparrow - 2— - _— 
E. Field Sparrow 1 1 3 2 2 
Song Sparrow 2 2 1 2 1 

25 


"38 (°39«=«°40) = *41 Ss *42 "38 7°39 «#=°40 «641 =°42 
Total species . hf 4 3 4 3 Total species and pairs 1 2 1 
Total pairs ; s 3 6 7 4 Density pairs per 
Density pairs per 100 acres ... 8 - 16 8 
100 acres a , 70 = 63 76 =6889—CséO51 . xe 
Grand total species 12 7 a: me Grand total species .. 3 4 2 6 4 
Grand total pairs 15.5 10 12 7; 2 Grand total pairs ... 6 ° 3 - 8 
Final density pairs Final density pairs per 
per 100 acres ..... 197 127 152 215 266 100 acres ......... 47 40 24 55 _ 63 
Census, grazed woods, pairs nesting and feeding Comment: A heavy outbreak of cankerworms oc- 
within tract: curred in both woods this spring. Partial defolia- 
i zs = - ! - | tion of mature and seedling trees was evident. 
oe yo emer i The abundance of cankerworms probably accounts 
Tufted Titmouse 1 1 to some extent for the greater variety and number 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 of birds recorded this year. This is believed true 
Robin . 1 1 particularly of the casual visitors recorded, namely : 
Yellow-throated Vireo 1 a small flock of Goldfinches, a Baltimore Oriole, 
Red-eyed Vireo 3 2 2 2 2 a Blue-winged Warbler, and a_ singing male ten- 
Oven-bird ... - 2 1 1 1 1 tatively identified as a Purple Finch or American 
Indigo Bunting 1 Crossbill. Destruction of cankerworms by birds 
- ~ : in the protected woods was evidently greater than 
Total species . ’ 2 + 6 in the grazed tract because of the larger con-cen- 
Total pairs . 6 4 3 2 ‘ tration of insectivorous birds there. Following a 
Density pairs per a P ae very intense hail and rainstorm with strong winds 
100 acres : 47__ 32-2440 SSS on the afternoon of May 31, a shifting of terri- 
Census, graze? woods, pairs nesting in area but tories was noted. This was particularly true of 
feeding outside it: the ground- and shrub-nesting birds. The assist- 
38. °°39 +«°40 +~«°41~~«°42 ance of Edward S, Thomas was particularly help- 
- = ful in conducting the census this year. Plans are 
E. Le wy . 1 under way to protect the now-grazed woods from 
Sci arlet Tanager 1 further pasturing—Cuartes A. Dampacn, Soil 
E. Field Sparrow ! -: Conservation Service, Milwaukee, Wis. 


PART IV—OTHER DECIDUOUS WOODLANDS 


Adults 
Hrs. per 100 
Habitat State Acres Obs. Year Acres +-A Contributor 
20. Oak Maple Forest. Ill. 56 + 1941 382 — J. M. Spiers, E. J. Koestner, 
H.H.Shoemaker,S.C. Kendeigh 
38 1942 446 - lr. W. Roberts, H. C. Seibert, 


5. C. Kendeigh 


21. Upland Oak-Hick- 
ory Forest . Ohio 35 71 1937 200 — A. H. Claugus 
55 1938 234 6 agg ss 
93 1939 223 -- 
+ 1940 194 - 
225 1941 243 II 
75 1942 298 — 7” 
22.Cut-Over Upland 
Oak-Hickory For- 
est with Pond... Il. 56 65 1941 568 50 William Robertson, Jr. 
25 1942 555 = re 1 
23.Upland Oak and 
plar (Tulip 
Tree) Forest ... Va. 20 64 1942 580 100 Morton Marshall, Jr. 


24. Timbered Stream- 
Bed and Upland 
Oak Forest Okla. 22 25 1941 254 — F. M. Baumgartner 
$1 1942 282 - A. M. and F. M. Baumgartner 
25.Sixtv-Foot Oak, 
Hickory and Pine 
Forest ... wor W.Va. 24 + 1942 508 - S. K. Dandridge 


26. Northern Hard 
woods and Coni- 
fers with Small 
Fields N.H. 21 13 1941 562 267 Vera H. Wallace 
24 1942 458 181 - 
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20. OAK-MAPLE FOREST. An area of about 
56 acres with 1% miles of narrow forest edge, 
located about 4 miles northeast of Urbana, Illinois. 
It is known as Trelease Woods, a flat rectangular 
tract composed chiefly of sugar maple, red oak, 
American and slippery elm, white and blue ash; 
described and first censused in 1941. Coverage: 
April 19; May 3, 24; June 15, 28; July 7, 13, 26. 
Total man-hours 38. Weather: Cooler than usual, 
many showers. Census: Cooper’s Hawk, 1P; Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo, 4P; Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird, 1P; Flicker, 1P; Hairy Woodpecker, 
1P; Downy Woodpecker, 5P; Crested Flycatcher, 
8P; Wood Pewee, 5P; Crow, 4P; Tufted Tit- 
mouse, 2P; House Wren, 31P; Wood Thrush, 
2P; Starling, 12P; Red-eyed Vireo, 14P+; Yel- 
low-throat, 1P; Cowbird, present; Cardinal, 2P; 
Indigo Bunting, 27P; Goldfinch, 1P; Field S ar- 
row, 2P; Song Sparrow, 1P. Total: 21 species, 
125 pairs. Density: 223 pairs per 100 acres. 
Comment: The Cooper’s Hawk, Crow, Starling and 
Cowbird fed largely outside of the area. The Hum- 
mingbird, Flicker, Yellow-throat, Cardinal, Gold- 
finch, Field and Song Sparrows were mostly con- 
fined to the forest edge. Likewise, 22 of the 27 
pairs of Indigo Buntings were along the forest 
edge. The House Wren, often a forest-edge spe- 
cies, was here uniformly distributed throughout 
the forest proper. There are no nesting boxes of 
any sort in the area. This census area is too 
small to give a correct indication of what would 
constitute the bird population in a continuous for- 
est of much larger size with little or no forest 
edge.—T. W. Roperts, H. C. Sersert, and S. C. 
Kenpeicu, Vivarium Bldg., University of Illinois, 
Champaign, IIl. 


21. UPLAND OAK-HICKORY FOREST. The 
area covered by this census is located, as in pre- 
vious years, in Eden Township, Licking County, 
Ohio, reports having been made since 1937. It is 
the site of a Boy Scout camp, the operation of 
which has had an influence upon the bird popula- 
tion. This year no major change was made in the 
habitat zones. The only minor alteration was the 
erection of 2 Adirondack lean-tos. The garden 
areas of last season were left uncultivated. The 
size of the census tract is approximately 35 acres 
and is composed of 3 principal divisions. For a 
more detailed description, see previous reports. 
Coverage: Short trips of slight duration through- 
out the winter and spring months, plus continued 
presence daily from June 10-19—a total of 175 
field hours. Census, pairs nesting and feeding on 
the census area: Ruffed Grouse, 1Y; Mourning 
Dove, 1N; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 1N; Screech 
Owl, 1Y; Whip-poor-will, 1P; Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, 2P; Downy Woodnecker, 1N; 
Crested Flycatcher, 1N; Phoebe, 3N; Acadian 
Flycatcher, 2N; Wood Pewee, 2N; Bank Swallow, 
1N; Carolina Chickadee, 2N; Tufted Titmouse, 
2N; White-breasted Nuthatch, 1P; Carolina Wren, 
IN; Robin, 1N; Wood Thrush, 2N; Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, 1N; Yellow-throated Vireo, 1P; Red- 
eyed Vireo, 5N; Black and White Warbler, 1Y; 
Cerulean Warbler, 2N; Oven-bird, 2N; Louisiana 
Water-Thrush, 1N; Kentucky Warbler, 2N; Cow- 
bird, 3M, 3F; Scarlet Tanager, 1N, 1Y; Cardinal, 
1N; Indigo Bunting, 1N; Red-eyed Towhee, 1N; 
Chipping Sparrow, 1N; Field Sparrow, 1N; Song 
Sparrow, 1N. Total: 34 species, 52 pairs, 54 
broods. Density: 149 pairs per 100 acres. Regular 
visitors: Turkey Vulture, 3; Cooper’s Hawk, 2; 
Red-shouldered Hawk, 2; Woodcock, 4: Mourning 
Dove. 2; Whip-poor-will, 2; Flicker, 2; Red-bel- 
lied Woodpecker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy 
Woodpecker, 2; Crested Flycatcher, 2; Wood 
Pewee, 2; Crow, 2; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 2; 
Cedar Waxwing, 2; Cerulean Warbler, 2; N. Yel- 
low-throat, 2; Scarlet Tanager, 2; Summer Tan- 
ager, 1; Cardinal, 4; Indigo Bunting, 4: Song 
Sparrow, 2. Total: 22 species. 50 individuals. 
Irregular visitors: Great Blue Heron, 1: Green 
Heron, 1; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Spotted Sand- 
piper, 1; Black-billed Cuckoo, 1; Barred Owl, 1: 
Nighthawk, 1; Kingfisher, 1; Kingbird, 3; Cat- 
bird, 2; Barn Swallow, 2; Purple Martin, 2; Blue- 
bird, 2; Blue-winged Warbler, 3; Goldfinch, 3; 
Song Sparrow, 2. Total: 16 species, 27 individuals. 
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Late migrant: Parula Warbler. Comment: A:- 
though the amount of field work does not com- 
pare with 1941, the number of nests located — 
sents a high percentage of the true figure. wo 
new species, the Bank Swallow and Song Sparrow, 
were recorded in the census area which was re- 
vised to exclude the grassy bottomland. The 
Indigo Bunting is not represented by its usual 
density because 2 pairs nested outside the census 
boundaries, as did also a pair of Cardinals. Mor- 
tality figures include 1 nest of 3 fledgling Cerulean 
Warblers which did not survive collapse of the 
nest; 2 young Kentucky Warblers crowded and 
starved out by a Cowbird; 3 nestling Kentucky 
Warblers victims of some predator; and 1 adult 
Phoebe trapped in one of the cabins. Total: 8 
fledglings and 1 adult. Due to a shortage of 
bands, only a few birds were banded.—A. H. 
Ciaucus, Newark, Ohio. 


22. CUT-OVER UPLAND OAK-HICKORY 
FOREST WITH POND. An area of 56 acres of 
cut-over oak-hickory uplands, with a small pond; 
first described and censused last year; located % 
mile north of Berlin, Island Grove Township, 
Sangamon County, Illinois. Water: Dam which 
had impounded a 7-acre pond last year broke dur- 
ing heavy rains in October 1941, and pond has 
decreased in size to about 4 acres. No apparent 
effect on bird life. Weather: Early warm spring, 
followed by a cool summer with exceptionally 
heavy rainfall, which delayed nesting of many 
birds and did much come to nests and young 
of other birds. Survey: Last year’s census and 
regular visits for several years previous. Coverage: 
April 15, 26; May 1, 10, 30; June 16; July 10, 14; 
August 3, 7; total hours, about 25. One night 
visit. Census, pairs nesting and feeding within 
the study area: Bob-white, 3P, 3UM; oodcock, 
1Y; Mourning Dove, 3P; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
3P, 1Y; Black-billed Cuckoo, 2P, 1N, 1Y; Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, 1P; Downy Woodpecker, 
3N; Hairy Woodpecker, 1Y; Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, 1Y; Crested Flycatcher, 6P ; Wood Pewee, 
2P; Black-capped Chickadee, 1N, 4Y; Tufted Tit- 
mouse, 3Y; House Wren, 2P; Catbird, 7P; Brown 
Thrasher, 11P; Robin, 4P; Migrant Shrike, 1N; 
Bell’s Vireo, 14P; Red-eyed Vireo, 1P; N. Yellow- 
throat, 4P; Yellow-breasted Chat, 5P; Orchard 
Oriole, 1P, 2Y; Cardinal, 18P; Indigo Bunting, 
4P; Red-eyed Towhee, 14P; Field Sparrow, 29P. 
Total: 27 species, 154 pairs, plus 3 unmated males. 
Density: 555 adults per 100 acres. Census, pairs 
nesting within study area, but feeding at least in 
part outside it: Green Heron, 1Y; Screech Owl, 1P; 
N. Flicker, 2P, 1N; Red-headed Woodpecker, 1N; 
Kingbird, 1N, 1Y; Blue Jay, 1P, 3Y; E. Crow, 
3P; Goldfinch, 6P. Total: 8 species, 21 pairs. 
Density: 75 adults per 100 acres. Grand total: 
35 species, 175 pairs, plus 3 unmated males. Final 
density: 630 adults per 100 acres. Frequent 
visitors: Killdeer, 1P; Chimney Swift, 5P (aver- 
age per census day); Kingfisher, 1P; Wood Pewee, 
1P; Barn Swallow, 2P; Robin, 3P (average); 
Starling 6P (average); English Sparrow, 3P; 
E. Meadowlark, 1P; Bronzed Grackle, 3P (aver- 
age); Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 1P; Dickcissel, 
1P; Song Sparrow, 1P. Total: 13 species, 29 pairs. 
Comment: Breeding population increased 2% over 
1941; 6 new species nested this year; 3 of last 
year’s nesting species did not return.—WILLIAM 
Ropertson, Jr., Berlin, Ill. 


23. UPLAND OAK AND POPLAR (TULIP 
TREE) FOREST. Forest crown open, with sub- 
stratum of dogwood, oak, maple, and hickory sap- 
lings, averaging about 5 feet in height. This 
substratum grows taller, denser and more “leggy 
in the southeastern portion of the tract. Trees 
average 50 feet in height, and 1% feet DBH; 
about 70% are white, black, red, and_ chestnut 
oaks, the remainder being poplar (tulip tree), 
hickory, loblolly pine, and red maple, in order of 
abundance; about 3 dead trees per acre. Size: 
About 20 acres. Location: Six miles north of 
Pamplin, Virginia. Area bordered by similar for- 
est on east and south, by cut-over forest on west, 
and by cultivated land and fields on north. Dirt 
road runs from north to south through center of 


Photo by Van Tyne and Hamerstrom 
Specialized is the environment of the rare Kirtland’s Warbler,— 
small Jack Pines in several counties in north-central Michigan. 


Photo by S. A. Grimes 
A recent discovery in the Jack Pine country of Michigan was the 
Clay-colored Sparrow. It is a much commoner bird farther West. 
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tract. Topography: Steep rolling hills; 2 small 
wet-weather brooks run through southwest por- 
tion of area, Edge: Provided by about 300 yards 
of cultivated land. This attracted 6 pairs of birds. 
Surveys: Frequent trips for the last 3 years. 
Coverage: Almost continuous watching from April 
until August ; om trips on April 22, 24, 28; 
May 2, 7, 9, 13, 21, 27; June 15, 24, 25, 30; July 
5, 15, &% lours varied from 6.30 A.M. to 10.30 
p.M., and totaled 64. Weather: The winter of 
1941-1942 was unusually warm, with little preci- 
pitation. Spring was mild, with precipitation 
slightly below normal, while July was hot with 
fairly heavy rains. Census: Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
2P; Whip-poor-will, 3M; Pileated Woodpecker, 
1Y; Red-headed Woodpecker, 1P; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, 1M; Downy Woodpecker, 1N; _C 
Flycatcher, iN; Wood Pewee, 1M; Blue Jay, 1P; 
Crow, 1N, 1P; Carolina Chickadee, 1M, 1Y; 
Tufted nee 1M, 1P; White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, 1M, 1N; Wood Thrush, 3M, 1P, 1N; Blue- 
gray Fm Nat Bang 1P; White-eyed Vireo, 1M; 
Red-eyed Vireo, 5M, 4P, 1N, 1Y; Black and 
White Warbler, 2P; Yellow Warbler, 1P; Oven- 
bird, 4M, 3P; Hooded Warbler, 4P, 1N; Red- 
start, 1M, 1N; Summer Tanager, 1P, 1Y; Red- 
eyed Towhee, 1P. Total: 24 species, 58 pairs. 
Density: 290 pairs per 100 acres. Nesting in area, 
but feeding largely elsewhere: Cooper's Haw 

1P; Mourning Dove, 1P; Barred Owl, 1P; Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, 1P; Brown Thrasher, 2N; 
Cardinal, 1N, 1Y; Indigo Bunting, 1P; Field 
Sparrow, 1P. Total: 8 species, 10 pairs. Density: 
50 pairs per 100 acres. Grand total: 32 species, 
68 pairs. Final density: 340 pairs per 100 acres. 
Feeding in area, but nesting outside it: Owl 
(sp?), 1M; Crow, 1P; Parula Warbler, 1 (imm.) ; 
Pine Warbler, 1P; Hooded Warbler, 2P; Sum- 
mer Tanager, 1P; Goldfinch, 5 adults; Chipping 
Sparrow, 2P. Total: 21 regular visitors.—MortTon 
MarsHa.., Jr., Pamplin, Va. 


24. TIMBERED STREAM-BED AND UP- 
LAND OAK FOREST. A tract located on the 
Lake Carl Blackwell Land Utilization Project in 
Payne County, Oklahoma, fully described and 
censused for the first time last year. The — 
bordering the east boundary was grazed heavily 
cattle during the year, resulting in open types a 
feeding grounds not found previously. Further- 
more, a rise in Lake Carl Blackwell in April 
flooded part of the stream-bed and killed some of 
the trees. Size: 22 acres. The maximum length 
of the area from northwest to southeast was 870 
yards. The average width was approximately 80 
yards, with a minimum width of 30 yards and a 
maximum of 175 yards. Surveys: Frequent he 
since March 1939. Coverage: April 18; May 3, 5, 
23; June 12; July 14; total, 31 hours. Hours 
varied from 6-10 a.M. or from 3-9 P.M. (after 
dark). Weather: Winter normal; rainfall in spring 
and summer above normal in spite of a dry May 
and July. Census: Bob-white, 1Y, 2UM; Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo, 1P; Downy Woodpecker, 2P; 
Plumbeous Chickadee, 3Y; Tufted Titmouse, 1P, 
2Y, 1UM; Texas Wren, 1P; Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, 1N, 3P; Red- eyed Vireo, 1UM; E. Cow- 
bird, 3o¢°, 29; FE. Cardinal, 1N, 3P; Painted 
Bunting, 1UM:;; Field Sparrow, 5P, 2Y. Total: 12 
species, 26 pairs, plus 5 unmated males and 5 
Cowbirds. Density: 282 adults per 100 acres. 
Regular visitors: Barred Owl, 1; Chuck-will’s- 
widow, 1; Red-bellied Woodpecker, IP; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 1M; Crested Flycatcher, 1 E. Crow, 
1Y; Plumbeous Chickadee, 1P; Coats Wren. 
1UM; Bell’s Vireo, 1Y, 1UM; Dickcissel, 2UM; 
Field Sparrew, 1P, 1Y. Comment: The following 
information regarding last year’s census did not 
reach the editor in time to be included with the 
1941 reports: “A number of pairs fed largely out- 
side of the census tract. The following species 
should be classified in this category: Crow, Cow- 
bird, Field Sparrow and Chuck-will’s-widow. The 
total of these species would be 8 pairs plus 2 
male Cowbirds.” There did not seem to be any 
definite grouping of the 3@ and 29 Cowbirds, 
since we often encountered 2c’is with 192 and 
on one occasion the 3 o@& s were traveling together. 
(The proportion of unmated males reported here 
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far exceeds that recorded for any similar group of 
songbirds in the United States, but greatly un- 
balanced sex ratios have been published for the 
Nightingale, Willow Warbler and Chiff-Chaff in 
England.—Ep.)—-A. M. and F. M. BauMGarTNER, 
Oklahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


25. SIXTY-FOOT OAK, HICKORY AND 
PINE FOREST. Solid block of mature woodland, 
averaging 60 feet in height, with white, scarlet, 
red, black, and chestnut oaks predominating. Hick- 
ory and white and Virginia pine are next in order of 
abundance; the pines, 60 to 80 years old, average 
about 1 out of every 10 trees. | nderbrush of open 
dogwood, ironwood, oaks, hickories, huckleberries 
and wild azalea; a young pine grove (saplings to 
trees 20 years old) of about % acre is pushing up 
through the other trees. Protected from cutting 
and grazing for 60 years and possibly never com- 
pletely cut over. Size: 24 acres. Location: Dand- 
ridge farm in Shepherdstown, Berkely County, 
West Virginia, on Martinsburg shale, here over- 
lying the old silurian limestone of the Shenandoah 
valley. Topography: Rolling hills and steep ra- 
vines that overlook cultivated fields. Edge: One 
corner of the tract is a 1%-acre dewberry-covered 
hill, partly grown up to young locusts; here mul- 
berries, sugar-nuts (hackberry), wild grapes, and 
raspberries lie along the forest edge. Water: 
Charley’s Run traverses the area for about 280 
yards. Surveys: Extensive studies in 1941. Cover- 
age: Almost daily visits throughout the breeding 
season. Weather: Very rainy, following an un- 
usual spring freshet which, in the middle of May, 
drowned out the nests of Louisiana Water- 
Thrushes on the writer’s farm and apparently 
caused these birds to desert; at this time a sing- 
ing male on the study area also disappeared. 
Census: Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 1P; Whip- poor-will, 
1P; N. Crested Flycatcher, 8P, 1Y; E. Wood 
Pewee, 4P; Crow, 1N; Carolina Chickadee, SF's 
Tufted Titmouse, 2P; White-breasted Nuthatch, 
IP; Carolina Wren, 1P; Wood Thrush, 5P; Red- 

yed Vireo, 11P; Worm. eating W -.~ 2P; Oven- 
bird, 6P; Scarlet Tanager, 2P; Cardinai, 2P; 
Indigo Bunting, 2P; E. Goldfinch, 1P; E. Vesper 
Sparrow, 1P; E. Chipping Sparrow, 2P. Total: 
20 species, 61 pairs. Density: 254 pairs per 100 
acres. Frequent visitors: Barred Owl, 1; Louisi- 
ana Water-Thrush, 1M (deserted after heavy 
rain); Yellow-breasted Chat, 1M; Cowbird, very 
abundant; FE. Field Sparrow, 1M. Total: 5 species. 
Comment: Crested Flycatchers are now the most 
abundant birds next to Red-eyed Vireos; they are 
as common as the Red-headed Woodpeckers used 
to be in this region.—S. K. Danprince, “Rose 
Brake,” Shepherdstown, W. Va. 


26. NORTHERN HARDWOODS AND CON- 
IFERS WITH SMALL FIELDS. An area of 21 
acres located in New Hampton, New Hampshire, 
described and censused for the first time last year. 
A sewerage has been installed in part of 1 border, 
and pines have been cut nearby. On the tract 
are 6 houses and a shack, the latter occupied this 
year by a family with cats. Water: Fish Hatchery 
Srook outlet runs east-west through center of 
tract; a power dam 4 miles below causes the 
water to back up the brook to form a large cove. 
Coverage: May 30; June 2, 4, 8, 12, 20, 23, 24; 
July 3, 4, 17, 21, 28; August 10. Hours varied 
mostly from 8-11 a.m., and totaled 24. Weather: 
The past winter was mild with average snowfall, 
spring was very early, and the summer cool with 
considerable precipitation. Census, pairs nesting 
and feeding within the study area: Chimney Swift, 
1P; Least Flycatcher, 2Y ; Wood Pewee, 1P; Tree 
Swallow, 1N; Black-canped Chickadee, 1Y ; Robin, 
Y; Hermit Thrush, 3P; Veery, 1P; Cedar Wax- 
wing, IN; Blue-headed Vireo, 1 ed-eyed Vireo, 
3P, 1N, 2Y; Black and White Warbler, 2Y: 
Magnolia Warbler, 1P; Myrtle Warbler, 1P; Black- 
throated Green Warbler, 5P; Oven-bird, 7P; Red- 
start, 1P; Baltimore Oriole, 1P, 1Y; Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, 1Y; Slate- colored Junco, 1Y; Chipping 
Sparrow, 3P, 1Y; Song Sparrow, 1Y. Tetal: 22 
snecies, 48 pairs. Densitv: 229 pairs per 100 acres. 
Census, pairs nesting within study area but feed- 
ing largely outside it: Bank Swallow, 1N; Blue- 


headed Vireo, 1P; Myrtle Warbler, 1P; Black- 
burnian Warbler, 9P; Chestnut-sided Warbler, 2P, 
1Y; Oven-bird, 1P; Redstart, 1P; Indigo Bunt- 
ing, 1P; Vesper Sparrow, 1P. Total: 5 additional 
species, 19 pairs. Grand total: 27 species, 67 pairs. 
Final density: 319 pairs per 100 acres. Frequent 
visitors: Great Blue Heron; Black Duck; Wood 
Duck; Red-tailed Hawk; Red-shouldered Hawk; 
sroad- winged Hawk; Osprey ; Black-billed 
Cuckoo; Nighthawk; Ruby-throated Humming- 
bird; Belted Kingfisher; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
(nested nearby); Hairy Woodpecker; Downy 
Woodpecker; Crested Flycatcher, 1P; Phoebe, 1P; 
Barn Swallow, 1Y; Blue Jay, 1P; Crow; White- 


breasted Nuthatcn ; Ked-breasted Nuthatch; House 


Wren, Catbird; Bluebird; Starling ; White- 
eyed Vireo’ (nested nearby) ; Nashville Warbler ; 
Pine Warbler, 1M; Red-wing, 1P; Bronzed 
Grackle, : Cowbird, 1P; Scarlet Tanager, 1M; 
Purple Finch, 1P; Goldfinch; White-throated 
Sparrow; Field Sparrow. Total: 36 species. Com- 
ment: Density only slightly changed from last 


year in spite of the alterations that were made in 
and near the study area. The presence of cats did 


not change 


to amy great extent the number of 


birds nesting near the shack. Other birds tended 
to nest higher up the slope—Vera H. Wattace, 
New Hampton, N. H. 


PART V—CONIFEROUS WOODLANDS 


Adults 
Hrs. per 100 
Habitat State Acres Obs. Year Acres Contributor 
27. Jack Pine Barrens. Mich. 16 162 1942 356 Josselyn Van Tyne, Frances and 
Frederick N. Hamerstrom, Jr. 
28. Pine Barrens and 
Cedar Bog ...... N.J. 76 100 1938 200 David Fables 
130 1939 168 . - 
75 1940 194 
250 1941 263 
75 1942 242 
29. White Pine Hem- 
lock Forest : Vt. 50 20 1934 308 Wendell P. Smith 
20 1936 300 sg ' 6s 
25 1939 340 
30 1940 342 
35 1941 380 
35 1942 450 
30.Climax Red and 
White Spruce 
Forest ... Pe Me. 30 160 1936 500 R. T. Peterson, A. D. Cruickshank 
160 1937 493 Joseph Cadbury, A. D. Cruickshank 
200 1938 567 " is ico a és 
200 1939 553 
200 1940 520 
200 1941 540 
200 1942 534 a 


27. JACK PINE BARRENS. There are 3 
major cover types—jack pine, mixed jack pine- 
scrub oak, and mixed grass-forb; densities range 
through pine thickets, medium and open pine-oak 
woods, scattered individual pines and oaks, and 
open herbaceous. Lesser cover types include a 
small aspen thicket, low (1’ to 4’) cherries, 
amelanchiers, and willows, disposed individually 
and in patches. The understory is somewhat 
varied, but is principally low early blueberry, 
sedge, and grasses. All but six of the pines are 
less than about 15 years old, and came in after 
the fire of May 1925; a few dead pine snags re- 
main, over-topping the live trees. Edge: The 
patchy distribution of cover types—typical of the 
barrens (shown in figure) makes for a_ great 
amount of edge. This is typical Kirtland’s Warbler 
nesting habitat. Size: 16 acres surveyed with 
staff compass and chain. Area square in shape. 
Location: In Sec. 19, T. 25 N., R. 4 E., Oscoda 
County, Michigan; bounded on the northeast edge 
by the Mio-South Branch highway (graveled) ; 
the Huron National Forest, location registered at 
the Forest Headquarters (Mack Lake). Topog- 
raphy: Rolling, soils light and sandy, dry, nearest 
standing water about 1 mile away. Coverage: 
June 13-21; total, 162 man-hours. Weather: Fair 
moderate temperatures during the field work; oor 
son more rainy than usual. Census: Kingbird, 
Black-capped Chickadee, 1N; Brown Thraches® 
2P; Robin, 1N, 1P; Kirtland’s Warbler, 2N; 
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Prairie Warbler, 1N, 2P; Cowbird, about 5; Red- 
eyed Tents 1P; Purple Finch, 1P; Vesper Spar- 
row, 
Spowen, "IN; Clay-colored Sparrow, iN, 1P; Field 


Sparrow, 


1P; Slate-colored Junco, 1P; oa ing 
1N. Total: 14 species, 26 pairs, plus 


about 5 Cowbirds. Density: 178 pairs per 100 
acres. 
Marsh Hawk, 1 o; Upland ary tg Mourn- 


ing Dov ms 


Pewee, 
2: le, Thrasher, 2P; Robin 1P; Bluebird, 1P; 
Cedar 
1UM; 
about 33 Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 1M; Goldfinch, 


5; Junco, 
total: 


TYNE, 


FRANCES 


Frequent visitors: Cooper’s Hawk, 1; 


2; Nighthawk, 2P; Flicker, 1; Wood 
Tree Swallow, 2; Blue Jay, "2P: Crow, 


Waxwing, 1P; Kirtland’s Warbler, iP. 
Prairie W arbler, 2 or more pairs; Cowbird, 


1P; Chipping Sparrow, 5P. Combined 
28 species, about 115 adults—JossEtyn Van 
Frepertck N. Hamerstrom, Jr., and 
HameErstrom, University of Michigan 


Museum of Zodlogy, Ann Arbor, Mich 


28. PINE BARRENS AND CEDAR BOG. 


The area (71.8 acres of pines and 4.2 acres of bog, 
located at Pine Lake Park, Toms River, New Jer- 
sey, fully described in previous reports, and cen- 
sused since 1938) was untouched by any fire raging 
in the vicinity during the past spring. The water 
table remained about the same as last year. Plant 


succession 


continues, and Carolina red maple 


(Acer rubrum carolinianum) and swamp magnolia 
(Magnolia virginiana) are increasing in the burned 
area of the cedar bog. Young coast white cedars 
(Chamaecyparis thyoides) are beginning to appear 
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On Hog Island, the Red-breasted Nuthatch nested for the 
first time since the census was started, seven years ago. 


once mere, heralding a return to climax condi- 
tions. The distinct line between the burned and 
unburned sections continues to be broken down 
by nature. Water: Average depth in cedar bog is 
4 inches; stream passing through the bog averages 
3 feet in depth. Coverage: 15 hours per day on 


June 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25; total, 75 hours. 
Census: 

38 °39 *°40 °41 «1°42 
Black Duck pe - 1P 
Wood Duck ... 1 1 1 - 
Sparrow Hawk .. ae - 1P 
E. Bob-white ere 1 1 1 1P 
Killdeer ...... pare 1 
E. Mourning Dove | | 1 2 2P 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1 + 

(1N, 2Y) 

Black-billed Cuckoo 1 1 iF 
Great Horned Owl 1 1P 
E. Whip-poor-will so 1 1 2 2P 
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a 


Photo by Allan D. Cruickshank 


"38 °39 °40 °41 °42 
E. Nighthawk ........ 2 2 1 1 1P 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird ...... 1 1 1 1 1P 
Kingfisher ...... ~ — 1 
N, Flicker 3 2 £2 2 
IN, 3Y) 
E. Hairy Woodpecker. . - 1 1P(2Y) 
N. Downy Woodpecker 1 1 1 1 1P 
E. Kingbird Soeae: i 1 1 1 - 
N. Crested Flycatcher. 2 1 1 2 4P(4Y) 
E. Wood Pewee.. ~ se & 2S 2P(1Y) 
eS Seer - 1 1 1 1P(2Y) 
ee 1 1 1 1 1P(2Y) 
sk). errr - 1 - 
Black-capped Chickadee 1 
Carolina Chickadee 1 — 3 IP(3Y) 
Tufted Titmouse - 1 1P 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch 1 1P 
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38 °39 *°40 °41 + «27°42 where timber was removed 9 years ago. Other 
House Wren r ; 7 3 iP boundaries are the Wells River, a railroad right of 
Catbird 1 1 3 > «~+5p way, and open pasture. Coverage: June 9, 23; 
Brown Thrashe: 2 5 > 3 4P(2Y) July 2, 11, 24; and frequent observations through- 
E. Robin : a: * £- 2a out the season. Total, 35 hours. Census (* indi- 
E. Bluebird .' + ) > «4p cates permanent resident; A = adult): *Canada 
Whtte-eved Vireo , adem Ruffed Grouse, 1A; E. W hip- poor-will, 1Y ; Ruby- 
Red-eved Vireo 1 : throated Hummingbird, 1P; N. Flicker, 3¥; 
Warbling Vireo , Pileated oar \ hae See iF 1Y;  Yellow-bellied ‘Sap- 
Black and White sucker, Hairy Woodpecker, 2¥; °N. 
Warbler 1 1 1 > 1P(2Y) Downy Ww ime E., 2Y: E. Wood Pewee, 3P; 
ica teeed Wiashien 1 ” Olive-sided Flycatcher, 1P; “N. Blue Jay, 1Y; E. 
i wine Wesker. 7 3 2 3 «2PQY) Crow, 2Y; *Black- copped, Chickadee, 3Y ; *White- 
N. Prairie Warbler 4 6 8 15 8P(3Y) breasted Nuthatch, 1 E. Robin, SY; E. Hermit 
Oven bird . ; 1 5 Thrush, 6Y; Veery, 2Y; E. Bluebird, 1Y; Cedar 
¥ ellow-throat 8 2 3 4 7P(3Y) Waxwin IP; Blue- headed Vireo, 2Y; peasred 
E Redwing 3 1 1 1 iP Vireo 4¥; Black and White Warbler, SY; Nash- 
Baltimore Oriol ville Warbler, 2Y; Magnol:a Warbler, 2Y; Black- 
Purple Seoutiie , 1 1 IP throated Blue Warbler, SY; Myrtle Warbler, 1Y; 
Cowbird . 1 3 > 2 4p Black-throated Green Warbler, SY; Blackburnian 
E. Goldfinch st 1 iP Warbler, 7Y; Chestnut-sided Warbler, 4Y; Oven- 
Red Crossbill 1 1P(4Y) bird, SY; Mourning Warbler, 1P; N. Yellow-throat, 
Red-eyed Towhes 12 15 14 18 20P(8Y) 2Y; Canada Warbler, 6Y; Redstart, 3Y; Scarlet 
Vesper Sparrow ze I Tanager, 2Y ; Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 1Y; Indigo 
iE Chipping Sparrow > 4 ) ) POY) sunting, 4Y; *E. Goldfinch, 1P; Slate-colored 
E. Field Sparrow 4 ; 2 3 4PG ry Junco, : E. Chipping ~ wh 3Y; White- 
E. Song Sparrow 1 1 1 1 2P throated Sparrow, otal species, 112.5 
: - - pairs. Density: 225 pairs per joo A. Frequent 
Total species 30 31 034 642 «(38 visitors: E. Whip-poor-will, 1P; N. Crested Fly- 
Total pairs 76 64 74100 92 catcher, 1P; E. Hermit Thrush, 1P; Black-throated 
Density pairs per = Green Warbler, 1P; N. Yellow- throat, 1P; E. 
100 acres 100__ 84 97-132 121 Song Sparrow, 1P. Total: 6 species, 6 pairs. Com- 


Frequent visitors: Great Blue Heron, Turkey Vul ment: Changes in the environment appear in the 
ture, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, Fish Crow breeding-bird population. Absence of the Night- 
Average, about 20 birds per day. Comment: Be- hawk may be due to reforestation. . Increase in 
cause I had but 5 days to complete this year’s woodpeckers may be due to more suitable nesting 
census, it naturally falls short of the results of sites, an after-effect of the hurricane. The addition 
previous years. I had not sufficient time to search of the Mourning Warbler and the increase in the 
Sor mests. of study the reasens for the deceenet Canada Warbler can be correlated with the new 

; - growth of deciduous trees.—Wenpbett P. Smirtn, 


and increase in certain species. Apparently the 4 - ~ 
area burned last year by the Lavowead fire (north Wells River, Vt 
of the census area) was able to absorb some of 30. cusmax RED AND WHITE SPRUCE 
its residents (Prairie Warbler numbers in the FOREST. An area of 25 acres of climax spruce, 
census area returned to normal, as did those of and 5 partially cleared acres containing buildings, 
the Wood Pewee). Species that increased include: bushes, weeds, birches, and young spruce. Cen- 
Crested Flycatcher, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, N. sused since 1936. Located at the Audubon Nature 
Yellow-throat, and Towhee. Certain species dis- Camp, Hog Island, Muscongus Bay, Maine. Size, 
appeared altogether, reason unknown: Kingbird, water, edge, surveys, and coverage are the same 
Oven-bird. The Oven-bird, 5 years ago, was a as described during the last 6 years. Census 
rarity in the vicinity of Lakehurst and Toms River. (SM = singing male): Flicker, 1N; Tree Swallow, | 
During subsequent years it increased rapidly (an 1N: Crow, 1N; Black- capped Chickadee, 2Y(1Y);: 
average of 15 singing males might be observed on Red- breasted Nuthatch, 1N; Robin, 1N, 1Y(1N);: 
a 5-mile walk in 1941). This year, over the same Hermit Thrush, 1Y; Olive-backed Thrush, 2N, 
area, only 2 singing males were observed, and the 1Y, 1ISM(2Y); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 5Y, 2SM; 
bird disappeared altogether from the census area. Parula Warbler, 3N, 5Y, 2SM(1N, 4Y); Magnolia 
I am at a loss to explain its sudden increase and Warbler, 2N, 4Y, 1SM(3Y); Myrtle Warbler, 
rapid decline Red Crossbill family again ob- IN, 5Y, 2SM(4Y); Black-throated Green Warbler, 
served, although all 4 youngsters were out of the 3N, 6Y, 2SM(1N, 3Y); Blackburnian Warbler, 
nest. As usual, they were feeding on seeds of IN, 4Y, 2SM; Redstart, 1N, 1Y(1Y); Slate-col- 
the pitch pine. These birds are constantly cating, ored Junco, 4N, 2Y, 1SM(2N, 2Y); Chipping 
or flying about in an undulating band, giving Sparrow, 1N, 1Y; Song Sparrow, 5N, 1Y(3N 
their sharp dry call, kip-kip—Davio Fasres, 421 2Y). Total: 18 species, 80 pairs. F ons 267 
Walnut Street, Roselle Park, N. J. pairs per 100 acres. Comment: Of the 80 pairs, 
29. WHITE PINE-HEMLOCK FOREST. A 13 represent males seen daily on territories with 
tract of 50 acres of steep hillside culminating in no further evidence of nesting. As usual, many 
a ridge with many outcropping ledges, located at birds not breeding on this peninsula were recorded. 
Wells River, Vermont, and fully described in 1939. Gulls, terns, cormorants. guillemots, ducks and 
Censused in 1934, 1936, and continuously since shore birds were seen. Wide-ranging birds, such 
1939. Only change since 1941 has been the death as Bald Eagles, Ravens, Swifts, and Great Horned 
of many of the partially uprooted trees and the Owls, were noted. A great floating population 
progress of natural reforestation, which appears to was again in evidence.—JosepH Capsury_ and 
have been more rapid than in any previous year. Atian D. CrutcKsHank, Audubon Nature Camp, 
Area bounded by forest land on most of one side Medomak, Maine. 


A summary of all of the season reports appears in this issue of AUDUBON MAGAZINE under 
the title of ‘The Changing Seasons’ by Ludlow Griscom. 

All issues of Section II will be sent free of charge to members and AUDUBON MAGAZINE sub- 
scribers. Additional copies of the section containing ‘The Season’ only may be obtained for 15 
cents; that containing ‘The Season’ and the ‘Breeding Bird Census’ for 20 cents; and the 
Christmas Census section for 25 cents. One year’s subscription to all issues of Section II of 
AuDUBON MAGAZINE, 75 cents. Checks and money orders should be made payable to AUDUBON 
MAGAZINE, 1006 Fifth New York, N. Y. 
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